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To the Right KP Father 
in God, 


Thomas,Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 


my much Honoured Diocelan, 


” Po WI 


My Lord 


Frer 1 had received your 
Lordſhips Command for 
Preaching, which it be- 
came me neither to reſiſt 
nor diſpute ; debating with my {clf 
what Subject were moſt proper to in- 
{iſt upon in ſuch an Afﬀembly ; I de- 
termined ar.Jaſt'upon this of Confirma- 
tion, which for many years hath been 
much in my thoug'ats, thoſe excellent 
words of the Learned and Reverend 
\ Dr. Hammond, having long fince left 
' it me a vet deep impreffion { © That DeCon- 
| <*fincethe Faithit ſelf once delivered, frm: "-, 
| < and the two Sacraments of the New 
©Covenant, inſtituted by Chriſt him- 
| <ſalf,"and ſtrictly commanded- unto 
| *all ; thete is nothing which can 
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* niofe ſirorigly oblige to a ſincere, petpe= 
< tual, aud durable obedience unto the 
£ Evangelical Law ; nothing from the 
© diligent and prudent adminiſtration 
© whereof more plentiful Fruits may be 
© hoped by the Chriſtian Church ; and 
* nothing, laſtly, whole negled pr over- 
* ly performance (pro furma UW &x opere, 
* ut atunt, operato) ſexmeth more perni- 
* cious and deſtruttive unto piety. 

When therefore 1 had digeſted my 
Meditations and ColleQions upon this 
Argument into the enſuing method, 
(which js the onely thing almoſt peculiar 
to themy I could not eafily be divert- 
ed to any other Theme, had Time per- 
mitted a [longer deliberation ; though 
to ſome this might ſcem (as matters 
fell out.) the leſs opportune by reaſon of 
your Lordſhips abſence, neceſſitated by 
thoſe Infirmitics of Age and Bodily 
Indiſpoſitions, which then with a 
more than ordinary violence arreſted 
your perſon, to your own regret, un- 


doubtedly 


Dedicatory. 


doubtedly upon this account, no leſs 
than our unbappineſs. 

Among the Hearers notwithſtanding 
it met with a candid entertainment 
and general welcom ; and {ſo I hope 
it may do when it comes thus abroad 
into the world, (enlarged and attend- 
ed with another praftical Diſcourſe to the 
ſame purpoſe) on no other defign than 
to promote a common good. 

And I am the rather moved to Print 
It at this juncture of time, becauſe over 
and above the uſefulneſs of the parti= 
cular ſubje&, 1t contains a moſt convi- 
Five evidence and demonſtration on the 
behalf of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, Cwhich 
ſome have ſpiteflly renewed their old 
grudge and quarrels againſt) and the 
poſſubility of exerciſing Diſcipline in a 
Dioceſan Church, did not the too culpa- 
ble neglefis of many among us add too 
keen an edge to that exception. 

Now that it may ſhew it felf with 
the greater confidence of ſucceſs, as it 
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was penn'd and uttered in obedience 
co your Lordſhips injunfion,ſo the Au- 
chor of it moſt humbly betakes him- 
ſelf to your Lordſhips Patronage, cra- 
ving 2 benign and favourable recepti- 
on from your Paternity, of this ſmall 
Preſent and Pledge of that great Ob. 
ſervance, which 1s ever due from, 


Your Lordſhips 


In all Fjlial Duty and Service, 


. Ben. Camfield. 


TO THE 


Courteous Reader. 


H E Argument here treated of de- 
erves ſufficiently for its own 1m- 
dl uſefulneſs, as is de- 
clared abundantly in the enſuing pa- 
ges. Noy may 1 arrogate any thing to my ſelf 
, in thebandlingof it, after ſo many worthy per- 
ſons, unleſs perhaps the perſpicuity and me- 
thodicalneſs of the digeſtion and manage- 
ment; and that in ſuch a manner, as both to 
recommend the thing from its moſt proper 
Topicks, and dire& withall to the moſt ſuc- 
cesful adminiſtration and obſervance of it. 
But that which more peculiarly inſtigated me to 
this publication, was the deep ſen % I have, not 
onely of the too great a and gengralneed 
of Confirmation among the people, ard the 
ſeaſonableneſs of perſuading them earneſtly, 
in theſe fickle and uncertain times, with pur- 
pole of heart to cleave unto their Religi- 
on: but the neceſſity alſo which Epilcopacy 
it ſelf appears to be in of ſome further Confir- 
mation againſt the freſh and virulent Aſſantts 
| y troubleſons and malevolow Diſlenters, who 
eek to lay the foundations of a ſtrange kind of 
; diſagreeing Union among Engliſh Proteſt- 
' . ants in caſheering that Prelacy, which hath ob- 
_ A 4 tained 
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tained not onely here, but (untill within little 
more than one Century) throughout the whole 
Chriſtian Church, from the very firſt plan- 
tationof it. Ofwhich there is not I thinkany 
ſingle proof or inſtance wore clear and evi- 
dent, than .what is hereafter ſuggeſted ; *The 
© cuſtoms of the Churches, as $.Hierom words 
* zt, for tbe Biſhop to go forth to thoſe, who were 
©baptized a far off in leſſer Cities by Prieſts and 
* Deacons, to layhands.upon them for the in+ 
* voking of the Holy Ghoſt. ve 
Epiſcopal Confirmation, 45 it hath been de- 
rived fromthe Apoſtolical Age, and praiſed 
ſucceſiively inthe Chriſtian Church, is unto me 
a moſt undaubted evidence and confirmation of 
Dioceſan Epiſcapacy, and ſo I bope it may 
proveto all others, who will but have the pati- 
ence impartially and coolly to examine and 
conſider of it. P 
- But if upoy our _— ſins and provocati- 
ons, the Divine Nemelis Jr 0 ſar overtake 
#5, 45 to permit diſſatisfied and humourſom men 
ance mare to overturn our preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ments, we may firmly conclude upon former 
experience, that afeer divers Revolmtions 
. when their own Giddineſs hath tired them in 
the eager purſuit of Phanatic Innovations, 
there will be no fixationat laſt, bxt by return- 
ing again in a wwre ſober temper to what hath 
been ſo raſhly and impetuonſly deſtroyed by 
them. p 
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1 will add nothing more now, but hearty 
prajers to God Almighty, that he would ſucceed 
theſe and all other great endeavours by bis 
bleſſing, for the ſettling of us (if it be his Hea- 
venly Will.) upon ſuch peaceable principles, 
as may not ſever us from the Communion 
of Saints in that truly Catholic Church of 
Chriſt, which we retaininour Creed. And 
hereunto every underſtanding and orderlyChri- 
ſtian will readily ſubjoyn his moſt affeFionate 


and zealous Amen. - © 


Errata. - | 
Ep.to Reader p.ult.l, 3.7. good endeavours. þ.2..5.ſpeaks)p.3..24-their 
r.thoſe. p. 6.4. Is, ee. p. 8.1. TENGO IE» p91. I 2. ela. p-1 7.1.17.looſe. 
p-19.marg. Cuca A.D. geo. p.25.4.1.delt by. 1.7.would have. p.34-L3- 
our Cwn nation. p.37.4.22-cvacynrr Lault.this. p.38.1.28.marg.iple. 
P-4 2-l.1 T-eEatpero p-43-l. IO,1 1, managed. Þ-4 gels I :meplodeuTai. þ-46. 
{.28. to be obſerved. p.47.1.22.audibly. p.55.4.ult.& p.g6.1.1.we are 
confirmed. ib.marg.Melchiadis. p.$7.1.13.:7g;ayo troy p.64-4.19,18, 
19.dele c.c.c. p.67.1.24.Spalato. p"76.1.29. principal. p.85.l.11,12.cha- 
ritable. p. 87,1.2.Secondly,the hearr. p-88.Lult.emiSelfaSos. 89.1.1, 
%eaeuay. L10,they were both. p.91.1.15.to be Chriſtians. p.92.1.17. 
plaufible. p. 94.1. 5.panes.p.102.1.1 5.2 megtars, 
Contents p.1.{.u{t.obf1gnation. p.2.1, 24.45 well. p.ult.l.penult. general 
motives, 4e/eand exhorrtations. 
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[ Heb. 6. 2. 
bf the Dofirine of Baptiſms, and of Lay- | 
| ing on of Hands. 


F 


HE Apoſtle, in the foregoing verſes 
mentions the Principles of the Do- 
? Grine of Chriſt. The Margin hath 
S it from the Greek, the Word of the 
\Beginning of C =_ z or by aneaſfie tranſpoſiti- 
&-, which our Tranſlation follows, the begin- 
331g of the DoGrine of Chriſt 5 % «px» A6- 
pv, asCamerarigs gloſieth it 3 Sermonem quz 
#2 Chriſto rudes inchoat, as Eraſmus and Be- 
£4 render it, the inſtruion which initiates 
Fovices or beginners in Chriſt. The fame which 
An the precedent chapter he calls the firſt prin» ch. g.c2, 


—_— —_ —_—_C_ 
Tiriſicns 2, BC the chef nqetn ethi 
Elements whereof he thus exx- pertique Scriptura teſtatur, 
aprrates > *Of repentance from = a e & operi- 
Þ dead works, and of faith to- 

'F wards God, theDoRrine of Baptiſms yr 
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© of Laying onof Hands, and of the Reſur- 
© rection of the dead, and of Eternal Judg- 
© ment. | | 

I wilt not now trouble you with the ſe- 
veral Opinions among Expolitorsabout the 
diſtin way of reckoning of them up. If we 
take them as they lie woſt obvious to our 


view, then (as a right reverend and learned 
So_ Anthor ſpeaks, (*Here are ſix fundamental 
of Confir- © points of $. Panls Catechiſm, which he laid 
mart.p-45- © as the foundation or the beginning of the 
© Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church ; and 
© amongſt theſe Impoſition of Hands, (which 
*the Apoſtles uſed in confirming the Bapti- 
*and *red*, and invocating the Holy Ghoſ# upon 
that bye © theme) is reckonedas a part of the founda- 
ſo under- ©*tion. And therefore they who denv it, 
food, he ©faith he, dig up foundations. And when 
Pond, 4 * $. Paul calls it the Do@rine of the Laying 
45,4748. * on of Hands, it doesnot onely appear tobe 
*a laſting Miniſtry becauſe no part of the 
* Chriſtian Dottrine can be changed or abo- 
* liſhed, but hence alſo it-appears to be of 
* Divine Inſtitution. For if 1t were not, S. 
* Paul had been guilty of that which, our 
© Bleſſed Saviour reprovesin the Scribss and 
* Phariſees, and ſhould have taught for De- 
* Frines the commands of men; which be- 
* cauſeitcannot be ſuppoſed, it muſt needs 
* follow, that this Doctrine of Impoſitionaf 
* Hands, or Confirmation, is Apoſtolical and 
© Divine. But 
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But upon a ftrifer examination of the 
words, the chier fireſ of all ſeems unto me, I 
confeſs,to belaid upon the two formoſt heads, 
(wherein — COSI ſumms up the 
whole counſel of (0 namely, . 

0 [rn = det n- _ = n_- he 
* and faith towards God : which his vytawviyrey AbyaY 
certainly includes fidelity and %9*7/7w7; bv mic nah 
obedience to his commands, as **V Ws 
well as _ of the Creed, whereof the two 
concluding branches are thole laſt ſpecified, 

© the reſurreion of the dead, and eternal judg- 

© rent 5 (which the ſame Apoſile in like 
manner partic#larly refers to, when he pro- 

felleth his hope Godwards before the Gover- 

our of Ceſarea, AFs 24.15.) And then the 

words of the Text (there being »0 particles 

of connexion between them ) may - fitly 
enough be read by way of appoſtion here- 

unto, as in4 Parenthefis (the DoGrine of Bap- ch 
tiſms and of Laying on of Hands) not ſomuch js tc. 

to intend the recital of #wo other different 
heads of Chriſtian DoTrine, as the time when 
account was given and taken of this Cate- 

chiſm, viz. at Baptiſm, which in their firſt 

Ages was commonly diſpenſed to the 

Adult, and at Confirmation after Baptiſm by 

the Impoſition or Laying onof Hands : 9.d- 

* The foundation of Repentance from dead 

* works, and Faith towards God, being the 

* Chriſtian Do@rine, a account whereof was 


given 
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© ozven and taken at Baptiſm and the Laying 
* on of Hands, The DoGrrine delivered and 


* profeſſed at Baptiſm and the Laying on of 
Mr..Par. *Hands, as a late worthy Paraphraſt hath it- 


& Annot. 


axfird, in Os (as he ſpeaks more. at large ) © The prin- 
loc. 1675, © ciples of Religion, whereof publick con-, 
© feſſion was made at Paptiſm by Converts, 
© and at thetimes of Inpoſition of Hands by 
© thoſe that had received Baptiſm in their 

© Infancy. | = | 

Firſt, we have here Baptiſm, the door or 
entrance of Chriſtianity, called Baptiſms, 
TAnTwmres IN the plural ramber, perhaps 
becauſe many were baptized at once : or put 
Lib. de fide for the ſingular, as chap.9.23. (foS. Auguſtin? 
&oprriv reads it, Lavacri DoGrine :) or elſe with 
reference to the threefold merſion then made 
ry of, &y Bammoua, WTAGOVES Bamnliougi, one 
aptiſin, CO this one were anciently 
| -* uſed manymerſtons. or waſhings *. 
—O_ Tiles And then Th, ſition of bands 
Baptiſmus, Fluminis, Fla- for Confirmation, but previous 
_ O_—_— P_ thereunto Inſtrutionin' the ſa 
alſo rhe Duplex Baptiſmus, elements or principles of Chrt- 
venir & Chrith, which ſtian DoGtrine, by a plain and 
nid new  praficalCatechiſm, ſuch as that 
which 3s appointed by our Church to be learnetl 
by. every one, before they be brought to be con+ 

firmed by the Biſhop. _. ws 
 For- whatever low and contemptible. 
thoughts ſome may have of our Church Ca- 


zechiſur, 
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techiſm, jt is certainly z20/# agreeable to the 
Apoſtolical patern here ſet before 55, viz. the 
foundation of Repentance fron: dead works 
and Faith toward; God ;, that is, the ſumm 
of our Engagements as we are Chriſtians, or 
the vow of our Chriſtianity, to forſake the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh; to be- 
lieve all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
(among which are the Reſurrection of the 
dead, and Eternal Judgment) and tokeep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the days of our Life z 
ſhewing thus all good fidelity towards that 
God in whom we believe. This is nothing 
elſe you ſee but a Paraphraſe upon Repent- 
ance from dead works, and Faith towards 
God: and fo it appearsto have been defign'd 
by the Church. You may obſerve it mani- 
feltly in the Preſtions and Anſwers touching 
Baptiſm. = 

* ©. What is required of perſons to be 
* Baptized ? | 

© A. Repentance, whereby they forſake fin ; 
* and Faith, whereby they (tedfaſtly believe 
© the Promiſes made to them in that Sacra- 
* ment. | 
. £ 9. Why then are Infants Baptized, 
* when by reaſon of rheir tender age they 
© cannot perform them ? 
_ © A. Becauſe they promiſe them beth by 


-- © theirSuretiesz which Promiſe when they 


come 


1 Pet. 2.2» 
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* come to age themſelves are bound to per- 
© form. 

In which words it is moſt evident, that 
Repentance and Faith are dcclarcd to be the 
importance of the vow and promiſe made at 
Baptiſm. And fo the Church Catechiſm, 
Which in the main branches of it 1s nothing 
elſe but 2 plain Comment upon the Contents of 
this vow and promiſe, correſponds exactly 
with that in the Apoſiles Age the Principles 
of the Doftrine of Chrilt ther propounded to 
beginners ; or the milk for babes, as our Apo- 
ſtle alfo calls it, chap. 5. 12, 13. that ſexcere 
milk of the word, which they ſhould hunger and 
thirſt after, to grow thereby; aomp Ja Sake. 

But I will ſay no more of this, deſigning 
onely the choice of the Text to ground 4 
Diſcourſe about Confirmation upon, tor the 
better preparation of thoſe who ſhould 
have been confirmed by our Right Reve- 
rend Dioceſan in this his Viſitation, had it 
pleaſed Almighty God to have permitted 
him health and ſtrengthto have come7zz per- 
ſon among us, according to hisgood and pi- 
ous 1NtentIONs. 

And now I had thought to have diverted 
wholly from this ſubjeF (as lefs pertinent 
and g— unto ſomething elſe ; bur 
that I really tear, the long diſuſe of this ſa- 
cred performance among ws, may occaſion in 
Jome too great ignorance or indifference about 

it, 
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't, if not ——_ from and diſguſt againſt it. 
And therefore I will hope your favour, 
while I proceed upon the ſame Argument, 
that though we are ſo unhappy at the pre- 
ſent, as to be deprived of the ble(ſzng, we 
may yet keep alive among us the Chriſtian 
deſires of embracing all opportunities for 
the obtaining of it. | 

I ſhall forbear to make any further Apo- 
logy, but for method ſake digeſt what I 
have to offer unto your thoughts concern- 
ing this matter under theſe five heads: | 

I. Inthegeneral, of the Names whereby it 

# known. 
' 2. Of the Scripthre paterns and grounds 
for it. 

3. Of the Ceremony uſed init, the Impoſiti- 
on of the Biſhops hands. 
| 4. Of the Bralification of the perſons ad- 
dreſſing toit. | 

And. 5. Of the important uſefulneſs of the 
whole Rite and AGion. | 
Of eachof whichnow by Godshelp with 
your patience briefly in order. 

And firſt in the general, of the Names 
whereby it is known and called. And here, 
I. we ſhould take notice of that before us 
in the Text, EHSros yepoyr Or yeapoFroiz, 
the 7»zpoſition or laying on of hands ; {o cal- 
led from the Rite evermore attending the 


Miniſtration of it, the Apoſtles firſt, and af- 
B 2 ter 


7 


8 


De Sacr. 1. 
Z:C+-2+ 


Albaſpin. 
not. 1n 
can.”77. 
Concil, 
Elibert. 


Hom. 19, 
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ter them Biſhops laying on their hands on the 
parties confirmed by them. Of which I pur- 
pole to diſcourſe more particularly affter- 
wards by it ſelf, and therefore wave the fur- 
ther proſecution of it in this place. 

Secondly, it is alſo called among the Az- 
cients TNT, TEAGiwns, OT TEAZwns, OF TEAEH- 
ms, Perfettion 5 ( izeg © Fromvedias TEAEIWAS, * 
Dionyſ. Areop. Poſt fontem ſupereſt ut perte- 
tio fiat, quando ad invocationem Sacerdotis 
Spiritus Sanus infunditur. D. Ambroſ.) the 
perſon confirmed being look'd upon as a 
perfe or complete Chriſlias, when he hath 
thus analy taken the Engagements made 
in his name at Baptiſm, upon himſelf, and 
received the ſtrengthening ſupplies of the 
Spirit, as well as his zew birth. And none 
was reputed a perfed __ Or communi- 
cated with as ſuch, till his Confirmation 
So the Anthor of the Imperſe# Work on Saint 
Matthew, under the name of S. Chryſoſtom, 
tells us, (ſpeaking of rot giving holy things 
unto dogs) *That the holy grace of the bo- 
* dy of Chriſt is to be given to them onely, 
* (quiJamper Baptiſmum fad: ſunt filii Dei, &- 
* per manunm impoſitionem ) who are already 
* made the Sons of God by Baptiſm, and by im- 
© poſition of hands ;, that is, baptized and come 
© firmed : it is Childrens bread. And fo we 
have it in oxr own Rubric ; that * None ſhall 
* be admitted to the holy Communion, -_ 

[9] 
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© till he be confirmed, or be ready and deſi- 
* rous tobe confirmed. Both agreeable to 
the 48 Canon of the Conncil of Laodicea 5 A& 4.p. 364. 
Ts Pwl iCop}sus 3) mo Bamiowa wei Yer” 
oual imYenvio, x WeTIYES #4) © anndas ors 5 
« Perſons after Keprite muſt be anointed 
© withthe Heavenly Chriſmor UnGtion,that 
* they may be partakers of the Kingdom of 
© God For ſo I am to tell you, 

Thirdly, that it is alſo familiarly named 
among the Ancients yeioua, Chriſm or Un- 
ion ; (Tmewwmun Yes 015 in Diony(tus 5 h. E. ME 
Perfedioum ſeu conſecratorium chriſma 5 -m Catech, 3. 
pwongy wpioua, In $, Cyril ; Divini Chriſ- 
matis undio, &- Chriſma Eccleſtaſticum, 1n ag" 
Salvian.) And this name pofhbly might Des. b3. 
ariſe from the gift of the Holy Ghoſt here con- 
ferred, (that is, an additional meaſure of his 
graces, as we ſhall ſee afterwards) whole 
operations are 1n the ſacred Scriptures re-" 
ſembled unto oyl, the oy! of gladneſs 3 from Plal. 45-3. 
whence in the New Teſtament Chri- wr wh 
ſtians are ſaid alſo to receive anxnGjon, or 1 Jo.2.27 
anointing. From which phraſe of un@ior 
and alluſion thereunto, it came to paſs very 
early in the Church, that the Ceremony of 
Anealing or Anointing with oyl was praGiſed 
both in Baptiſm and Confirmation, And as 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour is called 
Chriſt, from his being plentifully anointed 
with the Holy Ghoſt, moſt viſibly in his deſcent 

B32 upon 
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' wpon him after his Baptiſm ; ſo may we with 

propriety (as ſome conceive) be named 

Chriſtians, from our being anointed with the 

JameSpirit 3 (mrapey nuas Twm nvixe Kans- 

A. D.170 we Ic Y Ereroly or YErG met thay Fry. The- 
oph. Antioch.l.1. ad Autolych.) 

But however this appellation of Chriſm: 
is frequent (as I ſaid) among the Ancients 
yet it ſeems mot peculiar wnto Confirmation, 
Anointing having been uſed alſo at Bap- 
tiſm,as Lintimated ;& both Baptiſm and Con- 
firmation are perfeF and entire enough without 
it,fince we never read that theApoſtles uſed 
it in either of them. And therefore that Ce- 
remony, as it was freely at firſt taken up in the 

Dr >. Church, ſoupon the ſame Chriſtian Liberty 
Cu23 ſeft.2. doubtleſs IS 4s freely fo be omitted. 

| Fourthly, it Kath alſo been called Conſee- 

it ratio, conſigning or ſealing 5 (Signaculum Do- 

Ei1.73- #tinicum, by S. Cyprian 3) the Lords ſign, or 

ſignature, or ſeal 5 (Signaculum ſpiritale, by 

De Sacrem. $, Ambroſe) a ſpiritual ſign, ſignature, or ſeal. 

+3---22 And thus probably it was named from the 

cuitom of ſigning the confirmed party with the 

ren ofthe Croſs at his anointing- Inſcripta 

C:ſſand. oleo fronti ſignacula, as Prudentizs the Chri- 

_ = ſtian Poet, who lived about S. Feroms time, 

4.04 hath it. Unleſs we ſhould rather chuſe to 

refer it to a more ſpiritual ſealing with the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt, © the ſeal and aſſurance of the Chri- 

*ſtzans inheritance, by whom we are ſealed 

* » . ro 
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© to the day of Redemption, Epheſ.1.13. & 799=yi; 
4-30. And the Apoſtle writes th#s to the 577 
Epheſians, (as an excelent perſon obſerves) «yiv. Eu- 
who well underſtood bis meaning, by remens- © Grec. 
bering what was done to themſelves by the - B.Taylor of 
files but awhile before, As 19.6. who after Confirm. 
they were baptized did lay their hands up- P55: 
on them. And ſo they were ſealed, and ſo 
they received the Holy Spirit of promiſe; of 
which more by and hy 

Fifthly, that which is now become moſt 
familiar among #3, and properly enough de- 
nominative of the thing intended by it, 1s 
[EC aiwgrs Or cnerſugs, confirmation 5 the de- 
ſign of it being to confirm, corroborate, and 
add ſtrength to our firſt Chriſtian Profeſſion 3 
(PEE aiworss 0ghoWis, —_— Apoſtol.) And 
by Gods bleſſing in anſwer to the prayzrs 
made on our behalf anto our Chriſtian gra- 
ces, and ability of living anſwerably to that 
good profeſſions; (Tunc omne baptiſma legiti- 
mun Chriſtianitatis nomine confirmatur, as 'tis 
in anold Ordo Romanws.) So that it is a i ofic. 
Confirmation on both parts, both on Gods 54.Paſcv. 
and onrs. 

I. We confirm and re-eſtabliſh our Baptiſ- 
mal Covenant in our own names, — 
grace and ftrength afreſh from God to fulfill 
and accompliſh it. And, 

2. God confirms the bleſſung of his Covenant 
unto #9, by the kind reception of his peculiar 

B 4 M+- 
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Miniſter, bleſſing of us from him and in his 
name, and thereby aſſuring us of his grace 
both to aſſiſt and reward us. 

And upon the fame account, Sixthly, it is 
called ZHopermopzs, Obſignation 5 being 
thus, a novation or renewing of the Covenant, 
Stipulation, and Promiſe on both parts made, as 
it were under Hand and Seal. In that fa- 
mous ſtory which Enſebius reports from Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, of the young man com- 
mitted to a certain Aſrar Biſhop by S. John 
the Apoſtle, whom after inſtruftion he both 
baptized and confirmed ; his Confirmationis 
expreſſed under the name of ogeayis mt 
pi, the Seal of the Lord as elſewhere in him, 
oPexmo diva zo T4 B+:5x;mv, to be ſealed 
by the Biſhop 1sto be confirmed. 

Hereunto therefore the Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Hammond not unfitly accom- 
modates that Text of S. Paul, 2 Tim.2.19. 
© The foundation of the Lord ſtandeth ſure, 
*having this Seal, the Lord knoweth them 
© that are his. And let every one that na- 
cmeth the name of Chiiſt depart from ini- 
* quity. Where the word Ip G©-., tran- 
flated Foundation, may import (laith he) as 
well 2 Covenant, a Bill of Contra@, a Bondor 
Obligatior, a Pledge or Pawn, ( from 1iSyu 
pono) ſomewhat delivered as a ſecurity to ano-- 
#her 5 and ſo refers to the Covenant of God 
*rough Chriſt, which is here ſaid to be grpeos 


eu 
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firm and ſtable, and that firmitude demon- 
ſtrated by ts Seal annexed, yy * openyide, 
(which ſeems allo to relate ckinly to a Bill 
or a Bond) and becauſe ſach Seals had 
their Inſcription on both ſides, agreeable to 
the condition of the perſons contrafting, 
accordingly there is here added a double 
. print and inſcription upon the Seal, (Signaculi 
SIN duplex epigraphe.) 

1. Ex parte Dei, on God's part, the image 
of the Divine Promiſe and Covenant, that he 
will be faithful and conſtant in the owning of 
his Servants. *©* The Lord knoweth them 
© that are his. Whereas he will fay unto 
others, *I never knew you. And, 

2. Ex parte hominis, on Man's part, the 
expreſs image of his duty. * Let every one 
*that nameth the name of Chriſt depart 
© from iniquity : that is, every one that 
writes himſelf Chriſtian, and expetts Salva- 
tion from the Goſpel Covenant ; every 
one thatgives up his name to Chriſt, and 
hopes for reward from him, muſt remem- 
ber that he is bound by a ſevere and indi- 
ſpenſible Law, to renounce all diſhoneſty, 
impurity, impiety, and to lead a godly, 
righteous, and ſober life,7:t.2.12. tocleanſe 
himſelf from all filthineſfs both of Fleſh and 
Spirit, perfeting holineſs in the fear of God, 
2 Cor.7.1. 

Now both thefe together make the ſealing of 

| the 
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the Goſpel Covenant complete ; and Confirma- 

tion is the firſt time of our perſonal and public 

claim tothisCovenant,and the ratification of it. 

But thus much of the Names whereby it 

Mr. Han 35 known, moſt of which are thought by 


*Eſlrange . 
OS ' ſome to have been derived from 2 Cor.1.21, 


of Divine 22, * Now he which eftabliſheth (or con- 

_— * firmeth) us with you in Chriſt, and hath 

p24 *anointed vs, is God 3 who hath alſo ſcaled 

a Confirm. © us, andgiven the earzeſt of his Spirit in 

p80 © our hearts 5 0 #6auwv pions open nnpyO- 

Los xppaC wya Ts o1ijuatT@. —— It 1s cer- 

tainly the imparting of ſome ſpiritual 14240ua 

or Gift, to the end we may be eſtabliſhed or con- 

firmed. In order to which S. Paul longed 

ſo much for a proſperous journey to viſit 

the Romans, chap. I.II,12. ive Tt pemrudY 2 

Crop vuty ordopalnoy ds mo mepyMva vgs: 

Iproceed now, Secondly, to ſpeak more 

particularly of the Scripture paterns and 
grounds for thething it ſelf. 

There are among the Fathers who con- 

Dr. ay. ceive this Rite of Confirmation ſufficiently 

_ 'n. figured out and pointed to in the eminent de- 

yelrue 7 [cent of the Holy Ghoſt upon our bleſſed Savi- 

<-Ti7v- our after his Baptiſm, in the form of a Dove 

rea -2 overſpreading him, $. Maith 3. And af- 

-:5. Cyril. terwards in the deſcent of the ſame Holy Spi- 

1,3 rit upon the Apoſtles at Pentecoſt, ſitting npon 

'** each of them, Aﬀs2, Of which Euſebins 

Emiſſenws(or as ſome think, Excherins Lug- 

dunenis, 
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yenſis, who died about the Year of our 
Lord 454) thus ſpeaks in his Homily upon 


Pentecoſt; *What now the Impoſition of ;;,, ,;,. 
© hands1in the confirming young Chriſtians ro. Dialsg. 


6 - | adutrſus 
doth give to every one, that then did the Luciferien 


* deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt in theCongre- 
« gation of Believers beſtow upon all. But 
Iſhall not infiſt on either of theſe. 


Biſhop Taylor having enlarged firſt on ofCon- 
the example of Chriſt _— pleads very frm 1 
1 


ſtrongly for the grounding of it upon that 
noted Text of our Saviours to Nichodemus, 
S. John 3.5, *Unleſsa man be born of water 
* and of the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhall not enter 
* into the Kingdom of God. The moſt eaſie, 
intelligible, and clear ſenſe of which words he 
makes to be this 5 * Unleſs a man be baptized 
* into CEriſt , and confirmed by the Spirit of 
* Chriſt, he cannot enter into his Kingdom ; 
* that is, he is not perfealy adopted into 
* the Chriſtian Religion, or fitted for the 
* Chriſtian warfare. And this he contends 
to be conſonant to the whole deſign of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and the analogie of the New Teſta- 
ment, And to the ſame ſenſe S. Cyprian moſt 


evidently gloſſeth upon the place; (Tunc enim xy.12.que 
plene ſandificari,& eſſe Dei filii poſſunt, 6 Sa- oft 24 Ste- 


cramento utroque naſcantur, cum ſcriptum ſit, 
Niſ quis natus fuerit ex aqua & ſpiritu, non 
poteſt intrare in regnum Dei.) But I ſhall 
wave the urging of this alſo. uy 

oF | e 
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the Goſpel Covenant complete 5 and Confirma- 

tion is the firſt time of our perſonal and public 

claim tothisCovenant,and the ratification of it. 

But thus much of the Names whereby it 

Mr. Han is known, aoſt of which are thought by 

OY ſome to have been derived from 2 Cor.1.21, 

of Divine 22, * Now he which eftabliſheth (or con- 

Offices, «© frmeth) us with you in Chriſt, and hath 

Dr. 4am. *anointed vs, is God ; who hath alſo ſealed 

a confirm. © 9s, and given the earneſt of his Spirit in 

?-80. © our hearts 5 0 ebay owpiors Pen npyO 

Ls appaCura Ts wliuatO.—— It 1s cer- 

tainly the imparting of ſome ſpiritual 142zous 

or Gift, to the end we may be eſtabliſhed or con- 

firmed. In order to which S. Paul longed 

ſo much for a proſperous journey to vifit 

the Romans, chap. I.I1,12. ive Tt pemudy 99-g 

Exoua vuly ovdlpalnoy as mo meryMvay vugs: 

Iproceed now, Secondly, to ſpeak more 

particularly of the Scripture paterns and 
grounds for the thing it ſelf. 

There are among the Fathers who con- 

Dr. an. ceive this Rite of Confirmation ſufficiently 

—_ "MN figured out and pointed to in the eminent de- 

yeir us 71 [cent of the Holy Ghoſs upon our bleſſed Savi- 

<-TiTv- our after his Baptiſm, in the form of a Dove 

res. ———_ bim, $. Matth 3. And af- 

-:. Cyril, terwards in the deſcent of the ſame Holy Spi- 

1, 3 rit upon the Apoſtles at Pentecoſt, ſitting pon 

'** each of them, AFs2. OF which Euſebing 

Emiſenws(or as ſome think, Excherins Lug- 

dunen(cs, 
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yenſts, who died about the Year of our 

Lord 454) thus ſpeaks in his Homily upon 
Pentecoſt; *What now the Impoſition of ,,;,, ,;.. 
* hands in the confirming young Chriſtians ron. Pia/sg. 
* doth give to every one, that then did the pe » 
* deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt in theCongre- 

« gation of Believers beſtow upon all. But 

Iſhall not infiſt on either of theſe. 

Biſhop Taylor having enlarged firſt on ofCon- 
the example of Chriſt —_— pleads very firm. $ 1- 
ſtrongly for the grounding of it upon that 
noted Text of our Saviours to Nichodemus, 

S. John 3.5, *Unleſsa man be born of water 

© and of the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhall not enter 

*into the Kingdom of God. The moſt eaſie, 
intelligible, and clear ſenſe of which words he 

makes to be this ;, * Unleſs a man be baptized 

* into CEriſt , and confirmed by the Spirit of 

* Chriſt, he cannot enter into his Kingdom ; 

* that is, he is not petfettly adopted into 

* the Chriſtian Religion, or fitted for the 

* Chriſtian warfare. And this he contends 

to be conſonant to the whole deſign of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and the analogie of the New Teſta- 

ment, And to the ſame ſenſe S. Cyprian moſt 
evidently gloſſeth upon the places, (Tunc enim jy.12.que 
plene ſandificari,&- eſſe Dei filii poſſunt, ſi Sa- #t 44 Ste- 
cramento utroque naſcantur, cn ſcriptum ſit, 
Niſs quis natus fuerit ex aqua + ſpiritu, non 

poteſt intrare in regnum Dei.) But I ſhall 

wave the urging of this alſo. 


We 
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We have an undoubted and remarkable 
inſtance of Apoſtolical praftice for it, AFs8. 
where Philip the Deacoz having preached 
the Goſpel at Sumaria, and thereby won 
many Converts, and baptized them, the Apo- 
files at Feruſalemhearing of it, ſend forth two 
of their own number, Peter and John, Who 
© (faith the ſacred Text, ver.15. &c.) when 
© they were come down prayed for them, 
© that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt: 
and then © laid their hands on them, and 
© they received the Holy Ghoſt. It pleaſed 
God that thoſe admirable Gifts, called there 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould noto rdinarily be 
conferred on the Baptized, but by the Apo- 


files hands, thereby to ſtrengthen the Autho- 


In locum. 


rity of thoſe bis Witneſſes, and by the ſame 
means promote the unity of the Church,through 
the reverendeſteem of thoſe chief Miniſters, 
asGrotins well notcs, 

In thzs ſtory now wehave, 

I. The perſons confirmed, the baptized Sa- 
maritans, who had believed and been in- 
{traded aforehand in Philip's doGrine. 

2. The Miniſters of Confirmation, Peter 
and John, the Apoſtles ſent from Jeruſalem 
on that very purpoſe. 

3. Whatthey did in Confirmation. Ha- 
ving heard of their faith in receiving the 
Word ofGad, and their baptiſzr in profefit- 
on of that faith,they prayed for them that they 

might 
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might receive the Holy Ghoſt, and laid their 
hands upon then. 

4. The conſequent effe# thereof, they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, that is, the more plenti- 
ful eff uſkons of the Holy Ghoſt in his gifts and 
graces, which in that beginning of the 
Chriſtian Church were miraculous and ex- 
traordinary 3 whereas the promiſe of the ſame 
Spirit holds good ſtill in ſome due proportion, 
_ the Chriſtians of all Ages to the worlds 
end.. 
*Thoſe (faith S. Cyprian) who believed in 29.73: 44e 
«* Samaria, had believed with a true faith, oy _=_ 
© and were baptized in the Church, which 
<1s but one, and to which alone it is permit- 

« ted togive the grace of Baptiſm, and to 

cloſe fins. And therefore having obtein- 

< ed a legitimate and Eccleſiaſtical Baptiſm, 

« ought not again to be bapiized 3 but that 

« onely which was yet wanting to be done un- 

« to them by Peter and John, that by prayer 

« and impoſition of hands the Holy Ghoſt 

« might be invoked and poured forth upon 

«them : which now alſo (ſaith he) 3s the cu- Circa AD. 
« ſlow obſerved among #5, that, they who are 5” 

« baptized 1n the Church, be offered to the 

« Governors of the Church, and by our , 
«prayer and impoſition of hands obtain the 

«Holy Ghoſt, and be conſummated (or 

« perfected) with the Lord's Seal or Signa- 

cture Where we ce he applies the Apo- 

; ſtolical 
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ftolical patern to the cuſtom: retained ſtill by 
the Church in Confirmation, the practice 
whereof in his days he doth well deſcribe, 
and intimates alſo the requiſtteneſs of it after 
Baptiſm, though never ſo legitimate, when 
hecalls it [d quod deerat, © That which was yet 
* wanting. | | 

Again, anober inſtance we have Ads 19. 
where we find S. Paul confirming thoſe who 
were taught and baptized before at Epheſas, 
ver. 6. * When Paul laid his hands upori 
*them(faith the Text) the Holy Ghoſt came 
© upon them, and they ſpoke with Tongues 
* and propheſied. (They were baptized, 
ſaith Grotizs on the place by ſome other 
Chriſtian ; but God, to commend the Apo- 
ftolical office would not communicate thoſe 
oifts of theHoly Ghoſt, antill the hand of 
ſome Apoſtle had touched them. And though 
he be not bound to this or any other ob- 
ſervance, yet ſuch was the method of his 
ordinary diſpenſation then among them.) 
Here now we have 12 perſons firſt taught, 
and then baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and then afterwards by the impoſition of the 
Apoſtles hands receiving the Holy Ghoſt, mani- 
feſted according to the ſpecial way and exi- 
gency of thoſe fi times, 1n his viſible and ex- 
traordinary gitts. Andto this S. Paul hins- 


ſelf ſeems to refer, touching theſe Epheſians con- 
firmed by him, (as upon occaſion I beforein 
| part 
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part ſuggeſted) Epheſ.1.13. *In whom alſo 
<after that ye believed,ye were ſcaled with 
© the Holy Spirit of Promile. 
Nor ought any to be offended or preju- 
diced, becauſe we find not the /ike gifts of 
the Spirit continued now in the Church: 
© The Holy GhoſtC(ſaith S. Avgyſtize ) is not De BaptiF 
*now given by Impoſition of hands with mo 1.3.c. 
© temporal and ſenſible miracles, as it was at 
© the firſt for the commendation of the 
* Faith, and the enlargment of the begin- 
*nings of the Church 3 who now expects 
it 2 &c. But we are now to underſtand 
* that after an inviſible and hidden manner 
© Divine Charity is inſpired intotheir hearts by 
© the bond of peace And thus as the Apo- 
ſtle hathit tothe Corinthians, 1 Epiſt. ch. 12. 
© There are diverſities of gifts, but the ſazze 
© Ypirit Not the ſame gifts now as then, 
yet the ſame ſpirit (till. | | 
Totheſe inſtances of Apoſtolical pratice (5z4 4.9. 
therefore S. Auguſtine and S. Jerom, do both 20z 
freely appeal forthe juſtifying of this ſacred 
cuſtom, (as Þ Cyprian you heard before did) 
and that without any colour tor theimputa- 
tion of Mortaniſn in the caſe, asfome have 
fondly pleaſed themſelves to imagine. 
© The Diſciples prayed (faith S. Augnſtine) pe tine. 
*that the Holy Ghoſt might come upon #5. c.26. 
* thoſe, on whom they laid their hands. 
* Which ſame cuſtom the Church doth alſo 
NOW 
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now obſerve in her Governors or Bi- 
© ſhops. 
Dialeg.ad- And then for S. Jerom : *Doſt thou not 
| verſ. L#» <know (faith he) that this is the cuſtorr of 


ll Yerie. <zbe Churches, to lay hands afterwards on 


©the baptized, and ſo to invocate the Holy 
© Ghoſt? Doſtthou demand of me, Where . 
| © 3s it written * Janſwer, In the As of the 
h * Apoſtles: and, were there no Scripture 
© Authority atall toſupport it, the conſent of 
© the whole world might in this ſupply the 
Bl: © room of a Precept 3: forthere are alſo ma- 
Bt. *ny other things obſerved by Tradition in 
q © the Churches, which have taken to them- 
ly © ſelves the Authority ofa written Lawz as 
| © the threefold inmerſon in Baptiſm, &c,---.- 
BY This'ris true he ſpeaks in the perſor of Luci- 
[1 ferianns 3, but then he brings in Orthodoxas 
2 making a Reply by way of Acknowledgment 
"+ to theſame ; *I do not indeed deny this 
| 

| 


q * (ſaith he) to be the cuſtom of the Churches, 
1 *that the Biſhop go forth to thoſe who were 
© baptized afar off in lefler Cities by Prieſts 
4 them for 
ON-—— 


* and Deacons, tolay hands 
* the invocating of the Holy 


Deſervedly therefore dothour Church re- 
fer ug to the ſame Apoſtolical warrant. *Upon 
* whom, after the the example of the boly Apo- 
* ftles we have now laid our hands. So in 
| the Prayer at Confirmation. —| © the Fathers 

\) *of the Primitive Church taking occali- 
on 
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*on, and founding themſelves upon the ſaid 
* aFs and deeds of the Apoſiles.) So in the 
neceſſary DoGrine and Erudition for any 


Chriſtian man, þ.42. *For as much as 
<it hath been a ſolemn ancient, and lauda- 


**ble cuſtom in the Church of God continued 
© from the Apoſtles time—— So in King 


James's Canons, Can.60. 
I have purpoſely omitted to inſtancefur- 
ther in S. Paul and Barnabas, and others, vi- 


ſiting ſeveral Churches,and © confirming the Souls 


* of the Diſciples inthem, exhortingthem to 
* continue in the Faith, and with purpoſe 
of heart to cleave unto the Lord, AFs 11. 
©23. &- 14.22. & 15.32. Becauſe we have 
not the like expreſs mention there of any 
impoſition of hands, though it may be we 
might with probability enough ſuppoſe 
mt. 

Theſe Inſtances now of Apoſtolical Pra- 


ice do give light unto, and receive further Heb.s. 


light from, what we have before us in the +» 


' Text; where, after the mention of the doFrine 


of Baptiſms, we find Laying on of hands 3 
(Nempe Epiſcoporum in confirmatione Neophy- 
torum, faith Anſelm) viz. *of Biſhops in the 


' © confirmation of new Diſciples-----Impoſition 
: * of hands (faith S.Chry ſoſtom ) whereby they 


received the Holy Ghoſt. And Theophyla@, in 


- ike manner, referring particularly to the ſtory 
' of $. Paul's laying on his hands upon them at 
: E 
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* Lrw tap 73 TVWLE Epbeſas, A®s 19.* * By Im- 
exdyBarmxe7t2)v79% Y4p & poition of hands (ſaith S. Am- 
euros 7s Tlavas Tas Xa" <a . 
6-2: » qn019, 12.98 79 revue © broje ) Wt 18 believed that the 
7: 5-139. Hom. 9. 0 KP. ©Sryrit may be received; which 
TT *#5 wont to be done after Bapti(m 
* by the Biſhop, for the Confirmation of Un- 
*ty in the Church. —— Whereunto may be 
Crrame Aanuezcd the 38th. and 77th. Cano! of rhe 
5:"ma Conncil of Eliberis or Elvira, about che time 
me of Pope Slreſter the f;jt*, which require 
* :--1 the Biſhop ſhould perfe&t or confirm by kis Be- 
42.315. nedidicn,thoje who had not becn baptized in 
Circa AD. his preſence-—-- And Teriullian long before 
220q- having ſpoken of Baptiſm adds, ( Dehinc ma- 
—— us imporitur per benediftionem, advocans 
mo c.6.c-8 117 itans Spiritum Sandum) * Then after- 
* wards the hand is laid on by wayof Bene- 
14 de Re- <diCtion; calling to and inviting down the 
fret. © Holy Spirit. And again faith he in ano- 
ther place: The Fleſh is waſhed, that the 
© Soul may be without ſpot - the Fleſh is 
© anointed, that the Soul may be conſecra- 
*ted : the Fleſh z« ſigned, that the Soul alſo 
* may bedefended : the Fleſh is overſhadow- 
*ed by the Impoſution of hands, that the Soul 
*alſomay beilluminated by the Spirit, &c. 
And the ſame way the generality of modern 
Interpreters (whatever have been their pradice ) 
ſtill inclines. I will inſtance in ſome of 
greateſt name and eminence among the Re- 
formed and Proteſiant Churches, the rather 
be- 


Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
becauſe this Rite of Confirmation» hath been 


unhappily decricd and declamed againſt as 
a Relique of Popiſh Superſtition to be aban- 


. doned and rejeted by us. 


* The Apoſtle © faith Calvin, on the 
* place) calis the ſolemn Rites or ſtated days 
* of Baptizing by the name of Baptiſars 5 and 
* he joyns Impoſition of hands with Baptiſnr, 
* becauſe as there were two Orders of Cate- 
* chamens, (o there was a donble ceremony. 
* For thoſe without the Church did not come 
* to Baptiſm before they had made Confeſſ1- 
© on of their Faith: in theſe therefore Cate- 
© chiſ12 was wont 10 precede. But the children 
* of the faithful, becauſe adopted from the 
* womb, and by right of promiſe belong- 
*1ng to the Church, were baptized Infants 
* but their Infancy being paſt, after they 
© were inſtructed in the Faith, they did alſo 
* offer themſelves to Catechiſm, which was in 
* them after Baptzſm; but then another ſymr- 
* bol was added, namely 1mpoſition of kands. 


*This one place therefore (faith he) dothabun- <$ 


* dantly teſtifie, that the original of this Cere- 
* 20ny flowed from the Apoſtles 5 though af- 
Cterwards it was turned into Superſtition, 
* asthe World doth commonly degenerate 
* from the beſt lnſtitutions to Corruptions. 
*Let us therefore know (ſaith he) that it 
© was inſtituted by the firſt Authors to be a ſo- 


* lemn Rite of Prayer, as S. Auguſtine alſocalls Þ =o 
C 2 it 6h 
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© it. They deſigned indeed by this ſymbolto 
© approve the Confeſſuon of Faith made by 
<Tonth, but thought of nothing leſs than 
*to rend aſunder the force of Baptiſm. 
* Wherefore thepure Inſtitution is this day to 
* be retained, but the Superſtition to be correF- 
* ed. And this place (thus underſtood) makes 
*for the approbation of Infant Baptiſm: For 
* why (faith he)ſhould that Doftrine be cal- 
*led in ſome the Do#rine of Baptiſms, and in 
* others of Laying on of hands ; but that 
theſe later were inſtructed in theFaith af- 
*ter Baptiſm, fo that nothing elſe was re- 
* maining but to lay hands upon them?------ 
And again, inhis Book of Inſtitutions; *This 


11b.4..19. © was the cuſtom of old (faith he) that the 


* children of Chriſtians, after they were grown 
© up, were preſented before the Biſhop to fulfill 
© that Office which was required of the Adult 
* at their Baptiſm : tor theſe ſate among the 
* Catechumens, till being duly inſtructed 
*1n the myſteries of Faith, they were able 
*to make a Confeſſion of the ſame before 
* the Biſhop and People They were 
& *cxamined by the Biſhop according to a 
* certain and common form of Catechiſm which 
* they then had ; and that this aCtion, which 
* otherwiſe deſervedlv ought to be grave 
*and holy, might have the more reverence 
*and honour, the Ceremony of [wpoſition of 
*hands was alſo added. And thus the Child 


(by 
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Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
© (by his Faith being approved) was diſ- 
c miſs'd with a ſolemn benedidion. Of this 
* cuſtom (laith he) the Ancients do often make 
© mention: === Such an Impoſition of hands 
* therefore (ſaith he) as is done barely in 
*the room of Benediction I commend, and 
* would this day m—_ to a pure uſe------ 


ay 


And then again, after a paſſionate InveQtive s 5, &c. 


againlt the Corruptions of the Rowaniſts, 
who had defaced the ſubſtance of the thing, 
and inſtead of a true Confirmation introdu- 
ced a feigned Sacrament, 44 concludes with 


- moſtearneſt deſires for the reſtztntion of the 


primitive Right, in ſuch words as theſe 3 


© But I would to God that we retained the 5 13. 


© cuſtom which I intimated to have been 
c among the Axcients, before this Abortive 
© Counterfeit of a Sacrament was brought 
* forth. Thus far Mr. Catvir. 

© The Apoltle (faith Beza) numbers up 
« fire heads of Catechiſm, viz. the profeſſion 
« of amendment of Life, (z.e. repentance from 
© dead works : ) the ſumm of faith concerning 
© (70d : the compendious explication of Do- 
« Frinethat was wont to be delivered to the un- 
< learned, e(pecially at Baptiſm and the Impo- 
£ (tion of hands, (i.e. laith he, when they 
«< met together to baptize Infants or Adult 
«perſons, and alſo when they came toge- 
« ther toixzpoſe hands uponany :) the Head 
: of the reſurrefjon of the dead and of the 
| C 3 fue 
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« future judgment —— And in his ſhorter notes 
he calls them © The Heads of Catechiſm, 
< which contain indecd the chiet matters of - 
* all Evangelical Doctrine, but were deli- 
< vered in few words, and ſummarily to the 
c unlearned, viz. the profeſſion of repentance 
* and faith towards God. The Articles of 
© which Dofrine as they are called, were 
*indeed required of thoſe without the 
© Church, at the appointed days of Baptiſm; 
© but from the Children of all the Faithful, 
© baptized 1n their Infancy, when hands were 
* laid upon them. Among which Articles two 
* Chere) are expreily reckoned up, namely 
©the Reſurrection of the Fleſh, and Eternal 
* Judgment. Thus Beza. 

* This DoGrine, faith Piſcator, (viz. of 
© Repentance from dead works, and Faith 
*towards God ) was wont to be delivered to 
* the Catechumens bifore they were baptized, 
* or confirmed in the Chriſtian Faith by the 
* I1apoſtien of hands---- When Children have 
© becn taught the Doctrine of Repentance 
*and Faith, they are to make profeſſion 
© thereof before the Church, and to be 
* confirmed by the Impoſition of lands, Al- 
* though we think (ſaith he) th s Impoſition 
© of hands to be matter of free oblcrvance, 
* as having indeed Apoſtolical exampley but 
* not a Precejt from Chriſt. (Where we fee 

he grants the Example roundly enough to 
be Apoſtolical, how-ver he woul1 have it 
Ic tt 
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Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
left free to conform unto, or to negleF it.) A- 
gain (faith he) * At the firſt fight there 
* ſeemto beſixHeads of Dodctrine diſtinly 
© reckon'd up; but if one ſhall more accu- 
© rately weigh them, they may be referr'd 
© to four, or to three: For the third and 
* fourth (viz. of Baptiſm and Impoſition of 
© Hands) feerh not here to be propounded 


' © as peculiar Heads of Do@rine, but put a- 


* mong the reſt to declare the Circumſtance 


- © of Time, wherein theſe Fundamentals 


* were wont to be propounded unto Be- 
* ginners, namely, at that time when the 
© Adult were admitted unto Baptiſm 5 and 
© alſo, when thoſe who were Baptized in their 
* [nfancy, and afterwards inſtruGed in their 
© Childhood, were wont by the Church, to be 
© confirmed in the Chriſtian Faith , by the 
Impoſition of Hands, Thus Piſcator. 

Then the Leiden Divines, in their Synop- 
ſes purioris Theologie, tell us to the ſame 
purpoſe, that, * It is probable this Do- 
* ctrine of Impoſition of Hands, is referr'd 
* to that care of the Ancient Church, where- 
* by Children inſtructed in Catechetical 
* Doctrine, before they were admitted to 
* partake of the Lord's Supper, were pre- 
© ſented to the Church, to anſwer concern- 
*1ng the Faith, and commended by Pray- 
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ers unto God, the Rite of Impoſition of 


* Hands being added therereunto, which 
C 4 * was 
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* was a Geſture of thoſe that pray and bleſs, 
© even from the time of the Patriarchs. 

Neet, For the Lutheran Churches, none 
can ſpeak better than their famous Chem- 
ritins, whom Bel/armine lo far honors, as 
ro acxnowledge, that he doth of all others 
moſt accurately deſcribe the Order of Luthe- 
ran Confirmation. 

* Our Divines(faith ke)have often ſhewn, 
© that the Rite of Confirmation (unprofhi- 
* table, ſuperſtitious and Anti-ſcriptural 
© Traditions being once remov'd from it) 
* might be uſed piouſly, and to the Edifi- 


,, © cation of the Church, according to the 


© conſext of Scripture after this manner, vis. 
* That thoſe who have been baptized in their 
* Infancy, (tor ſuch now 1s the State of the 
* Church ) when come to years of Diſcre- 
* t1on, ſhould be diligently i»ſtiruTed in a 
* certain and plain Catechiſus of the DoQrine 
© of the Church; and when they ſeem com- 
« pctently .to have underſtood the Princi- 
© ples of it, ſhould afterwards be preſented 
© to the Biſhop and Church; and there the 
© Child that was baptized in his Infancy 
© ſhould, 
1. © Be admoniſhed in a ſhort and plain 
* manner concerning his Baptiſm, (viz. with, 
* what, kow, why, and into what he was Bap- 
*rized : What the whole Trinity in that 
* Baptiſm conferr'd upan him, and Spaled 
| o to 
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© to him 3 namely, the Covenant of Peace 
© and Grace ;and how there was then made 


* an Abrenunciatiation of Satan, a Profeſſion 


© of Faith, and Promiſe of Obedience.) 

2. * The Child himſelf ſhould before the 
© Church make a proper (or perſonal) and pub- 
* lick, Confeſſion of this DoGrine and Faith. 

3. * He ſhould be queſtion'd about the 
© chief Heads of Chriſtian Religion ; - and 
© where he leſs underſtands any thing, 
© be more rightly inform'd. 

4. * He ſhould be put in mind, and de- 
© clare by this Profeſſion, how he differs from 
© all Heathen, Heretical, Fanatick, and pro- 
* fane Opinions. 

5. * There ſhould be added a grave and 
© ſerious Exhortation out of the Word of 
* God, that he would perſevere, and by 
* going forwards, be farther confirmed in 
© the Covenant of Baptiſm, and that Do- 
* (trine and Faith. And then, 

6. * Publick Prayer ſhould be made for 
* thoſe Children, that God by his Holy Spt- 
* rit would vouchſafe to govern, preſerve, 
* and confirm them in this Profeſſion : 
* Whereunto without Superſtition, may be ad- 
* ded Impoſition of Hands, Nor would that 
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* Prayer be vain : For it leans upon the Pro- CF. 


* miſes concerning the Gift of Perſeverance, 


* and Grace of Confirmation. 


e Such 


30 


Ca nj- [s. 
Waldenſ, 
ac Con- 
fr A 


Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
© Sach a Rite of Confirmation ( faith 


© ke) would contribute very much Profit 
© to the Edrcation of Youth, and of the whole 
© Church ;, For it would be agreable both 
© unto Stripture and purcy Antiquity. Thus 
© Chemmitins. 

But before either Calvin or Luther , 
there was one famous Waldo, of whom the 
WWaldenſes are named, who did more early 
diflent from the Corruption of the Romar 
Church : And they, in their Confeſſton, 
exhibited to Uladiſians, King of Hungary, 
1504. ſpeak thus remarkably of this Rite of 
Confirmation, 

* We do profeſs with a Faith taken out 
* of the Divine Scriptures,that in the T:zes 
* of the Apoſtles this was obſerved, whoever 
© being come to the Ripeneſs of Years, had 


*© not received the promiſed Gifts of the 


© Holy Ghoſt, received them afterwards 
©* by Prayer and Impoſition of Hands for the 
* Confirmation of Faith. The fame we'think 
© alſo of Tifants, Whoſoever being bap- 
© tized, hath come over tothe true Faith, 
c which he reſolves to imitateindeed amid(t 
© Adverſfities and Contumelies, in that 
< manner, that a new Birth, and Life of 
* Graces, may ſeem diſcovered in his Spi- 
* rit or Temper : Such an one ought ro 
© to be brought, and ſet before the Biſhop 
* or Prieſt 5 where being queſtioned of the 
: "Truth 
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| , Truth of Faith, and the Divine Commands, 

. and alſo his own good Will, Setled Inten- 

. tor, and Works of Truth, if he ſhall wit- 

. nefs by his Confeſſion, that all theſe things 

. are ſo: He is to be confirmed in the Hope 

. of Truth, already attained, and farther- 
more to be holpen by the Churches Prayers, 
that an Increaſe of the Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, may accrue unto him for the E- 
ſtabliſhment and Warfare of Faith. _> 
. ly, by Impoſition of Hands to confirm the 
Promiſes of God and the Truth, in the 
Power of the Name of the Father, and of 
his Word, and of the Holy Spirit,let him 
be joyn'd to the Churches Communion 
And again, in their Apology to the Mar- 

queſs of Brandenburgh, 1532. ſpeaking 7" , 
* of Children that have been Baptized, they 32:ijn. 

© add When they ſhall have come to purrorun. 
* Tears of Diſcretion, and now underſtand 

* the Account of their Faith, and begin to 

© love Chriſt in good earneſt, we bring 

© them to the Profeſſion of theſe things, even 

* whatſoever they have attained to by the 

© help of their Parents, or Godfathers, or 

* by the Miniſtry of the Church, that they 

© may themſelves of their own accord, and 

* moſt ſreely own and profeſs all theſe things 

* before the whole Church, to their own Sal- 

© ation, in the celebration of the Rite of 11- 

* poſition of Hands ; which being done, they 
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© are confirmed : And there is forthwith gi- 


© ven them full Power and Right to commu- 


© vicate of the Body and Blood of Chriſt,with 
© the Faithful. Thus they, who are called 
Waldenſes or Picardi. 

And to what you have heard from them, 
give me leave to add the Form of receiving 
the Baptized and Catechized Youth among the 
Bohemian Brethrer, who ſometimes go un- 
der the ſame Name (a Remnant of the S/a- 
vonique Church, and the Eminent Diſciples 
of Wickleff, Huſs, and Jerome of Prague) 
as it 1s deſcribed to us by their laſt Biſhop, 
the Excellent Comenins. 

22:50 Piſ- * The Young ones,(faith he Jhaving been 
cp. ord? © taught the Heads of Religion at Home, by 
cn wg. © their Parents and Suretics, or at School, 
rate Fra- © by their Maſters, are publickly delivered to 
TE = * the care of their Paſtors in the Church, be- 
45. * fore the Receiving of the Lord's Supper , 
* molt uſually at the time of Paſtoral Viſe- 
© tation, after this manner : 
I. * The words of Chrilt, Matt. 11. 28. 
© Comenunto me all ye that labor, &c. areread, 
* with a ſhort Explication of them. 

© 2. The Jouth of both Sexes, appointed 
* thereunto and preexamined by the Paſtor, 
* are placed in order in the middle of the 
* Church. 

© 3. Then they are asked, whether they 

_ © will renew theCovenant they entered into with 


© (rod at Baptiſnr. 
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© 4. This being conſented to by them, 
"the heads of that Covenant are explained 
6 according to the form preſcribed by the 
* Apoſtle to Titxs, chap.2.11,12,13. Denying 
* ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to live 
* righteoully, ſoberly, and godly in this 
* preſent world, looking for the bleſſed 
* hope, &c. And they are commanded open- 
* Iy before the Church to renounce the World, the 
© Devil, and the Fleſh, e>c. 

* 5, Next a profeſſion of the Faith is requi- 
*red of them, 10 that they all repete aloud the 
* Apoſtles Creed. 

6. * Then, on their bended K nees,. ſaying 
* after the Miniſter, they pray unto God to 
* forgive the Sins of their Youth, and firength- 
© en them by his Holy Spirit, unto all the good 
© purpoſe of his Will ; which alſo the mbole 
* Aſſembly doth,praying for them. After which 
Prayers, 

7. * There is declared to theſe young 
* Diſciples, and the whole Church Abſolu- 
© Intion, and the Right of the Sons of God, in 
* participating the Supper of the Lord. 

* And laſtly, there is added the Apoſto- 
< lical Rite of [poſition of Hands, with the 
© Invocation of the Name of God upon them 
© to ſtrengthen (or confirm) the hope of his 
© Heavenly Grace Thus the Bohemian 


* © Brother-hood, the woſt exemplary for good 


* Order among all the Reform'd Churches a- 
© broad. Unto 
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Unto theſe now I could eaſily ſuperadd 
many other Teſtimonies ; but I will cloſe 

| them all with three or four of our Nations 
| and thoſe ſuch as cannot be ſuſpefted of 
caſting any favorable Eye upon a Brat of 
Popery or Prelacy, as ſome have pleaſed un- 
equally to yoak them, 

Mr. Hanmer, and Mr. Baxter , above 
twenty years fince, have written each of 
them, a Particular Treatiſe upon this Argu- 
went of Confirmation : Finding noſuch way, 
it ſeems, to extricate themſelves and 0Q- 
thers out of the Confuſions into which the 
Times were then fallen, as by returning 
back,in part, to what had been too raſhly diſ- 
carded together with the Church of England. |. 
And the later of them underſtands that Text {: 

Mr.Bax- of St. Paul, 2 Tim. 1.6. (*T put thee in | 
| er "ad * remembrance, that thou ſtir up the Gift 
102, 119. * of God which is in-thee, by the putting 
* on of my Hands) of the Apoſtolical Impo- 
* ſition of Hands after Baptiſm, for the giv- 
* ing of the Holy Ghoſt, rather than the M:- 
* niſterial Ordination and Gift. . 

Dr. William Gonge, w his Commentary 
on the Text, tells us, that © Ordinary Ca- 
* ſes, wherein Impoſition of Hands was u- 

* ſed, were, | 
I. < Bleſſing Children; by our Saviour, |. 
© Mark 10.16. *» 
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2. * Setting men apart to the publick, Fun- | 
© Fion T 
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Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
* ion of Miniſters of the Word, 1 Tim. 5. 
© 22, and Deacons, Ad, 6. 6. 

3. * Deputing Mer: to ſome ſpecial Work , 
c Ads 13. 2, And, | 

4. * Confirming ſuch as had been inſtru- 
© Fed in the Principles of Religion. © 

* This laſt particular (ſaith he )( meaning 
© Confirmation) 1s not exprelly ſet down 
<jn Scripture, but gathered out of it, by 
© the Ancient Orthodox Fathers, and with 
6 a Foint-conſent afterwards by moſt Divines, 
© not Papiſts only, but Proteſtants alſo. 

And of the ſime Judgment thoſe of the 
late Aſſembly, 1o called, who put forth the 
Engliſh Annotations, declare themſelves to 
be ( ©Laying on of Hands) which (fay 
* they) is uſually call'd Confirmation, which 
* ſtood, I. In examining thoſe who had 
© been Baptized, what Progreſs they had 
* made in the Dodrine of Chriſtianity : 
* And 2, In praying for them, that God 
* would continue them in the Faith, and 
* give them more Grace, ſirengthening then 


* by the Holy Ghoſt. Now when the chief 


* Paſtor or Paſtors of the Church (lay they) 
* prayed for them, they /4id their Hands 
* upon them; whence the Apoſtolical Conſti- 
* tution Was Called laying on of Hands. So 
* St, Auguſtine, and ſo moſt of the Fathers 
* with one Conſent, 


And 
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Unto theſe now I could eaſily ſuperadd 
many other Teſtimonies ; but I will cloſe 
them all with three or four of our Nation; 

| and thoſe ſuch as cannot be ſulpefted of 
caſting any favorable Eye upon a Brat of 
Popery or Prelacy, as ſome have pleaſed un- 
equally to yoak them, 

Mr. Hanmer, and Mr. Baxter , above 
twenty years ſince, have written each of 
them, a Particular Treatiſe upon this Argu- 
ment of Confirmation : Finding noſuch way, 
it ſeems, to extricate themſelves and q- 
thers out of the Confuſions into which the 
Times were then fallen, as by returning 
back,in part, to what had been too raſhly diſ- 
carded together with the Church of England. 
And the later of them underſtands that Text 

Mr. Bax- of St, Paul, 2 Tim. 1.6. (* I put thee in 

| a as * remembrance, that thou ſtir up the Gift 
102, 119. © of God which is in-thee, by the putting 

* on of my Hands) of the Apoſtolical Inpo- 

* ſition of Hands after Baptiſm, for the giv- 

* ing of the Holy Ghoſt, rather than the Miz- *? 

* niſterial Ordination and Gift. "\ 

Dr. William Gonge, wn his Commentary 
on the Text, tells us, that * Ordinary Ca- | 
* ſes, wherein Impoſition of Hands was u- { 
* ſed, were, \ 

I. © Bleſſing Children; by our Saviour, | 
© Mark 10. 16. 


2. © Setting men apart to the publick, Fun- | 
© Tion | 


5 Wwe « e_Ed om 
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© ion of Minifters of the Word, 1 Tim. 5. 


© 22, and Deacons, AF. 6, 6. 

3. * Deputing Men to ſome ſpecial Work , 
c As 13. 2. And, | 

4. * Confirming ſuch as had been inſtru- 
© Fed in the Principles of Religion. © 

* This laſt particular (faith he )(meaning 
© Confirmation) 1s not exprelly ſet down 
©in Scripture, but gathered out of it, by 
© the Ancient Orthodox Fathers, and with 
6 a Foint-conſent afterwards by moſt Divines, 
* not Papiſts only, but Proteſtants allo. 

And of the {ame Judgment thoſe of the 
late Aſſembly, {o called, who put furth the 
Engliſh Annotations, declare themſelves to 


be ( ©Laying on of Hands) which (fay 4 


A 


* they) is uſually call'd Confirmation, which 
* ſtood, 1. In examining thoſe who had 
© been Baptized, what Progreſs they had 
* made in the Dodrine of Chriſtianity : 
* And 2. In praying for them, that God 
* would continue them in the Faith, and 
* give them more Grace, ſtrengthening then 
* by the Holy Ghoſt. Now when the chief 
* Paſtor or Paſtors of the Church (lay oo 
* prayed for them, they /4id their Hands 
© upon them whence the Apoſtolical Conſti- 
© tution Was Called laying on of Hands. So 
* St, Augnſtine, and ſo moſt of the Fathers 
© with one Conſent, 


And 


A 
”, 


Laces 


ſſembl, 


nnot. 19 
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And here now were a fair occaſion to 
wonder, that ſo Reverend and Divine an 
Aſſembly, as that was reputed, ſhould ut- 
terly caſt off a thing ſo well eſtabliſhed, and 
never ſo much as confider of it in their 

Vindic. of. DireFory. © That the defaming and caſt- 
Liturgit. © ing out of this ſo blameleſs and gainful an 
73% «© Order, ſhould be neceſlary or uſeful to 
© any Policy, fave only, to defend the De- 
* vil from fo great a Blow, and to ſuſtain 
* and uphold his Kingdom, I never yet had 
© any Temptation or Motive to ſulvet or 
». Hen, © 1AgINe , faith our Pious and Learned 
L' Efrange Dr. Hammond —— And © There is not any 
Alliance © thing wherein the late pretended Refor- 
| © mers amuſe me more than in this particu- 
2622 * Jar, faith another worthy perſon. 

Nor do I know what Account to make 
for them, unleſs this may paſs for one, That 
they praficed againſt known and avowed 

Principles; as T. C. formerly ſtuck not to 
is ©, aver of Mr. Calvin himſelf, That * as well 
* as he allowed of Confirmation , he put 
* it out of the Church of Geneva, where he 
* was Paſtor, 

But this may ſuffice abundantly to have 
ſpoken concerning the Scripture Patterns 
and Grounds, which we have for this $a- 
cred Appointment, as they are expounded 
and handed down to us by moſt unqueſtionable 
Authorities. . 
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I paſs on, Thirdly, to the Ceremony 
ſed in it the Impoſition of the Biſhop"s Hands : 
And here I ſhall offer a few words: 

1. Of the Ceremony it ſelf: And, 

2. Of the Special Miniſter concerned a- 
bout it. 

Firſt, Of the .Ceremony it ſelf, Impoſytion 
of Hands, according to the Scripture War- 
rant, without either Croſſzng, or Annointing, 
with Chriſz: made of Oyl and Balſom, or 
boxing on the Ear or Cheek, as is uſed among 
the _ 

This laying on of Hands, is a - natu- 
ral , unaffeded , and- Ancient Ceremony 
of Prayer and Benedi&ion, as we find it 
uſed, firſt in the Old Teſtament, and from 
thence derived into the New. 

Manunm inpoſitio ex Hebreorum more, ad 
Chriſtianos venit, uſumque habuit in omni 
Precatione. Grotius Not. in Cafſand. ad 
Artic. 9. Tin ol) o(uTipO©. barrio 
VNes 5 Tiva 3 EVAOYNWTES: Germ. Alex. Pedae. 
l. 3. C. 11. ds yaepFroizy whoyics. Id |. 1.5. 

Under the Old Teſtament, we find it u- 
ſed firſt of all, by the Father, in bleſſing of 
his Children, and admitting them to part of 
the Inheritance. Thus when Jacob bleſled 
Ephraim, and Manaſſes, the Sons of Jo- 
Jeph, * He Jaid his Hands upon them and 


© prayed, Ger 48. 14. —— And, by way 
of ſpecial Imitation of his Paternal Benedi- 
D dion, 


—___— 
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ion, we find it uſed in the New Teſtament, 
by our Bleſſed Saviour, St. Mark 10. 16. 
(which Grotius well notes farther, upon 
St. Matth. 19. 13. * to have been accor- 
* ding to the Jewiſh Cuftom, 1t being uſual 
* among them to bring their 
Eſt hoc quoque de vet © Children to thoſe that were a- 
nog 7 no © ny way eminent for Sanfimo- 
frem & Manaſſem, Ja- © ny of Life, to be commended 
cob. Capitibus impoſitis © ynto God in their Prayers, by 
& intermutatis mambus : 
benedixerit,ec, Terrull, ; Impoſition of Hands) And 
ae Baptiſm. c. 8. then afterwards, we find it uſed 
alſo by the Apoſtles ir their con- 
firming of Adult perſons that were baptized, as 
you have heard before from AFs 8. and 
Ads 19., | 
Calvin himſelf, looks upon zo other My- 
ſit. 1. 4. ſtery, under the Impoſition, even of the 
* 19:5'5- ApoſHle's Hands; but their ſignifying by 
this Rite, that they did commend and pre- 
ſent unto God, as it wereby name, him whom 
they laid their Hands upon. (Thus they 
were appointed of Old, to lay their Hands 
Cetrs On the Sacrifice, &c. And (o at the Conſecra- 
partes lo- tion of the Bread and Wine in the Holy Com- 
Ti", . union, the Prieſt with us lays his Hands 
adjuvant 5 
manus On the Elements.) 


(prope eft 
ut dicam ) iſe loquuntur. In demon{trandis perſonis atque lotis adveroie- 
Tm atque pron0minum obtinenf vicem, Quinmnl. Oaat. !. 11. 


And therefore it is ſomewhat ſtrange, 
that 
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that in the Heat of his Diſputation againſt 
the Romaniſts,he ſhould ſtart this idle © ne- 
ftion : * Whereas the eminent Grace at firſt 
© beſtowed , is ceaſed, to what purpoſe 
* 3s Impoſition of Hands yet retained? Strange, 
I ſay, it is, whenas himſelf,, zzore than once, 
owneth Jmpoſitzon of Hands, for a Solemrn: 
Right of Prayer, and faith, it was uſed b 
the Apoſtles for no higher Myſtery Crhoſs 
are his very words, or altins ſubeſſe My- 
fterinm cogito ) than to recommend the 
perſon prayed for particularly unto God. 


Is not this therefore to make Prayer for 
7 particular Perſons an Impertinency now too, 

becauſe miraculous Grace hath ceaſed ? 

As if no Grace at all might be now expect- 
o ed, becauſe not that eminent and extraor- 
* dinary Grace at firſt conferr'd. But ſtran- 
4 ger it is (till, when we remember that he 
a alſo commends and wiſhes for the Reſtitution 


" of ſuch an Impoſition of Hands, as might ſup- 
Y ply the room of Benedifion Fo ſuch an 
Inconſiflency, arid Forgetfulneſs of themſelves, 


-d are great Men tranſported ſometimes by 

-— their own Paſſions, 

ds Were Impoſition of Handsaltogether need- JT, Mu 
leſs, and of no uſe, certainly St. Peter and wer to 

TR John, needed not to have taken ſo much — 
pains, as tocome on a fruitleſs Errand from &1;.,; .. 
Jeruſalem to Sqamaria, to have laid their pare 2 

i Hands on them, whom Philip, the Deacon ® 55 


D 2 bap- 
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baptized: For they might as well have 

(kept at home and) prayed in Jeruſalem 

for them : But, to ſhew, that the other Ce- 

remonial Aion might alſo have due place 3 

om ya is it, that thgy did both accor- 
ingly. 

In a Word, this Impoſition of Hands, 
which we have found to be a fitting and 
Scriptural Rite of Prayer and BenediCtion, 
eſpecially, when (as among #4, 1t 1s) accom- 
panied with Expreſs and Solemn Prayer un- 
to God for the Perſon, cannot be thought 
an inſignificant Ceremony by any, who have 
not firſt learn'd to deride the Holy Scriptures 
themſelves, or who have any value left for 

P the Miniſters of Chriſt, or any Faith of 
God's hearing thoſe devout Prayers, which 
are made,and put up to him by his Church 
for others. 


a. Bo. It is obſerved by ſome, out of Jewiſh 


wick's 4- Authors, that the Elevation of the Hands of 
qua Geni- the Prieſt, in the Old Law, at the Bleſſing of 


Talls, 


the People, was Impoſition of Hands 3 and 
this Bleſſing call'd the Weapons and Armor 
of Iſrael And that which weread, con- 
cerning the Benedifion of Aaron and bis 
Sons, Numb. 5. 27. © They ſhall put my 
© Name on the Children of Iſrael, and I 
« will bleſs them. Junizs and Tremelims , 
render (imponentes manus filiis Iſrael, invo- 
cabunt nomen men, &- ego benedicam eis ) 


6 Lay- 


Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
© Laying their Hands on the Children of Iſra- 
© el, they ſhall call on my Name, and 1 will 


© bleſs them. Adding farther, in their Notes 
on the Place, for Illuſtration-ſake, ( Duobus 


ſignis teſtatum facient Populo meo Gratians 


mean, quam ego pro fide mea faturns ſum, 
Nominis mei invocatione, & manuum ſua- 
rum impoſitione publica &» ſolenni ) © By theſe 
© two Signs, they ſhall certifie my People 
© of that Grace which I, according to my 
© Promiſe , will conferr upon them, vis. 
* by their calling on my Name,and by their 
* publick and ſolemn Impoſution of their own 
© Hands. 

Now it is worth the Confidering, that 
the Bleſſing of Chriſt's Miniſters, is no leſs 


4" 


A —-_ Hib. 11. 
Authoritative and Prolifick under the Goſpel, ,,. = 
than it was under the Law : (it may be mote) kom. 15: 


* God having reſerved ſome better thing 
* forus in the.Fulneſs of the Blefling of 
* the Goſpel of Chriſt, in whom we are 
© bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings. Ir is 
a Bleſling in God's Name, and by Vertue of 
his Commiſſion and Chriſt's Everlaſting 
Prieſthood, is after the Order of Melchiſe- 
deck, who was moſt famous for this Office 
of Bleſſing 3 which he accordingly, not 
only diſchargeth in Perſoz for us himſclt 
in Heaven, but Vertually upon Earth too, 
in and by his Miniflers BenediGior. 


D 3 


29. 
Ephef. 1.3, 


Pro- 


A2 


Cited by 
AY ch-04- 
1 


— 


Of Epiſcopal Confirmation, 
Proceed we therefore Secondly, to the 
Miniſter of this Benedi&ion, the Perſon con- 
rming, one of Eminency and Superiority in 
the Church of Chriſt, the Biſhop, from whence 
it hath familiarly with us been called Bi- 
ſhoping. | 
Thus we found it in the Firſt. Patern, 
As 8. Not Philip the Deacon, but Petey 
and Jokn the Apoſtles, are ſent to confirm 
the Samaritans baptized by Philip—— © Phi- 
* lip that baptized them, ſaith St. Chryſo- 
< tom, gave not the Spirit to the Baptized 
© (285 45 494v Svoizy) for he had not Power 
© or Authority ſo to do (T#7o » Ts Iggy ug- 
© pwy Twy OxSrxg ny) For this was the Gift 
* of the Twelve only. And again, (79a 5y 
© TWV GMSOAWY Se cupetwr ) This was the Pe- 
* euliar of the Apoſtles —— Simon Magus 
therefore perceiving that Power of Mini- 
ſtring the Holy Ghoſt to be in zone but 
them, and preſumirg , that they which 
had it, might allo fe!l it, fought to jurr- 
chaſe it of tkem with Money, as it follows 
in the Sequel of that Chapter. 
Hear we, what the Moderate and Lear- 
ned Bucer fai:h on Epheſ. 4. * The Sign of 


whirgft, * Impoſition of Hands, Brſhops only,did give, 


an1 Mr. 
blut,gn- 


*and that not without reaſon, For whe- 
* ther the Covenant of the Lord is to be con- 
* firmed to thoſe that are to be Baptized 3 
* or whether they are to be reconciled -_ 
* have 


© The Riſe of which Obſervation,did pro- 3: 


—_ 
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© have grievoully offended ; or whether 
< the Miniſters of the Church are to be Or- 
© dained : All theſe Miniſterys do beſt be- 
* come thoſe to whom the chief Care is com- 
© mitted. 

Calvin himſelf confelleth, that the Anti- j,q;..1. ,. 
ent Uſage, was for the Party to be con- «. 19. 
firmed, to be brought coram Epiſcopo, be- 7% Te 
fore the Biſhop. The Church, ſaith St. Au- 
guſtine, (till keepeth up the Cuſtom of Im- 
poſition of Hands, i» ſuis prepoſetis, in her 
Chief Governors ; and the Buſineſs was ma- 
ged 4 ſolis Epiſcopis, by Biſhops alone N. 44- in 
EM Tov iveapym amyuay, faith Dyonyſtuus , 
and St. Ambroſe agreably, that it was tO jyz,, .. 2. 
be done, 4 Pontificibas, by the High-Prieſt s: in Ep. ad 


and non niſt per manus £p//copi ſaith St. Hie- _ = 
rom, By the Hands of the Biſhop only, Luciferi- 


© ceed from this Grownd. (ſaith he) that af- Hooker' 


* ter the Aſcenſion of our Lord, the Holy £:c!!f. Po!. 
© Ghoſt came down on the Apoſtles, and it ©52:2%* 
© obtained in many places, as he adds, not 
© ſo much by the neceſſity of a Law,as fiom 
* a certain congruity and fitneſs, to: honor 


. © Prelacy with ſuch Preheminencies, becauſe 


* the Safety of the Church, depends on the 
* Dignity of her Superiors, to whom, if ſome 
* Eminent Offices of Power ſhould not be 
* given, there would be as many Schiſms 
© 1n the Church, as Prieſt— with us, 
D 4 * faith 


44 
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* faith he elſewhere, Biſhops hold the place of 
* the Apoſtles, And again, For the Fathers, 
© the Apoſtles, we have their Sons, the Bi- 


* ſhops And in his Comment on the 
Firſt of S. Mark, (if that be his) © That 
* which is perteted by the Bridegroom, 
* faith he, is begun by the Paranymph 3 
* whence Catechumens (incipinnt per Sacer= 
© dotem, &* chriſmantur per Epiſcopum)begin 
© by the Prieſt, and are confirmed by the Bi- 
© ſhop. 

They are therefore to be condemned 
certainly of groſs Partiality and Oncharita- 
bleneſs, who bluſh not to fay, that the Bi- 
ſhops out of Pride, have appropriated this 
unto themle]ves. 

May all the Miniſters of Chriſt orderly 
di\charge their proper Duties, without e1- 
ther envying Or invading F aprons wed» 
wa , the Rights and Priviledges of any 
whom God hath placed over thcm. 

[ will nor diſpnte, what might poſſibly be 
allowed, 1n Caſes of Nerelſitz (which cxcu- 
ſeth, as we ſay, what 1t compells unto } 
and were, methinks, much to be wiſhed 


ſor in larger Dioceſes, concerning a Delega- 


ted Power, by way of Diſpenſation, tor the 
more eftectual and conſtant expediteing 
of this good Performance; as ſeems to 
have been permitted to the ArtientaChore- 


piſcopr, 
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piſcopi &* aRuodtymii, Rural Biſhops, Suffra- 
gans and Viſtors conſtituted by the Biſhop of 
the City. 
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can. 60. R. Jaccbi. 


But it is certainly moſt fitting for thoſe 
to impart this Solemn Benediction, who 
are of chiefeſs Note and Eminence in the 
Church; and that by the Analogy of the A- 
poſiles Rule, Heb. 7. 7. * Without Contra- 
* diction the leſs is Bleſſed, wiz 79 xpdTlo- 
©., of the better, or greater. 

Fourthly, Come we next to the Qnalifi- 
cation of the Perſons to be confirmed. 

Such they nviſt be, who are baptized and 
inſtrufed in the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and come to years of Diſcretion, in 
ſome competent Degree to underſtand the 
ſame, and give an actual and deliberate 
Aſlent thereunto. 

Buxtorf obſerves in the Jewiſh Church, 
that when the Child was come to be Thirteen 
gears of Age, the Father, having taught 
him the Principles of his Religion, preſen- 
ted him in a Sacred Aſſembly, to under- 
take himſelf to become Bar-mitzvah, a Son 
of the Precept, that is, as they explain it, 
ſuch an one, who takes upon himſelf Obedi- 
ence to the Law, from thence forward, to an- 
ſwer for his own Sins; and hereupon 
Pray- 


See Ca- 
BON 40» 


Synag. Ju- 
daic. 
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Prayer was alſo made. for his Improve- 
meENt. - | 

Our Church-Catechiſm is call'd (as I have 
ſuggeſted before) ©* An InſtruTion to be lear- 
© ed of every perſon, before he be brought to 
© be confirmed by the Biſhop: which 1s ap- 
© poxnted to be done, ſo ſoon as he can ſay 
© the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ter 
© Commandments in the Vulgar Tongne, and 
© be farther inſtrufed in the Church Cate- 
* techiſns, ſet forth for that purpoſe— as 'tis 
© expreſs'd in the Office of Publick Baptiſm. 
And the Title of this Ciſce it ſelf, in our 
Service-book, 1s, © The Order of Confirmati- 
© 07, or laying on of Hands upon thoſe that 
© are baptized, and come to Tears of Diſcre- 
© tion The Preface whereunto is high- 
ly remarkable. 

© To the end that Confirmation may be 
* miniſtred to the more edifying of fach as 
© ſhall receive it, the Church hath thought 
© good to Order. That none hereafter ſhall 
© be confirmed, but ſuch as can ſay the Creed, 
* the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
* ments, and can alſo anſwer to ſuch other 
© Queſtions , as in the ſhort Catechiſm are 
* contained, Which Order 1s very conve- 
* nient to obſerved, to the end, that Chil- 
* dren being now come to Nears of Diſcre- 
* tion, and having learn'd what their Godfa- 


© thers, and Godmothers promiſed for them in 


B aptiſ 
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" Baptiſee, they may with their own Mouth 

: and Conſent, openly before the Church, rati- 

fie and confirm the ſame and alſo promils, 

. that by the Grace of God, they will en- 

_ deavour themſelves faithfully to obſerve fuch 

. things, as they, by their own Confe)ſzon, 
have affented to. 

And this Preface is openly to be read at 
that time to the ExpeCtants: and then ac- 
cordingly the Biſhop is appointed to ak 
each of them. 

* Do ye here,in the preſence of God,and 
* of this Congregation , renew the ſolemn 
* Promiſe and Vow that was made in your 
* Name at your Baptiſm, ratifying and con- 
* firming the ſame in your own perſons, and 
* acknowledging your ſelves bound to believe, 
* and do all thoſe things which your God-fa- 
F thers and God-mothers then undertook for 
* 30u ? 

f To which Queſtion, ezery one is to anſwer 
audably in the Afﬀirmative, *I do-— And 
thereupon the Biſhop proceeds unto Pray- 
er and BenediGion. 

Add hereunto, that the Canons of our 
Chirch enjoyn a ſpecial Care upon all M;- 
riſters, to prepare thoſe under their Charge 
herennto, and to ſee that none be preſented, but 

ſuch as ſhall be thus fitted for it And our 
Right Reverend Diocefan hath declared, that 
* as de jure he cannot; ſo de faffo he will not 
confirm 
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< confirm any, ſave ſuch only, who have 
—_ © been duly catechized,and by their Paſtor's 
in theend © Teſtizzony, have attained ſuch a'meaſure of 
of his * Knowledge of the Principles of Chriſtian 
Ardides © Religion, as may render them capable of 
© It. 

Aquinas indeed determines, that the Sa- 
crament of Confirmation, as he calls it, ought 
to be exhibited in common to all that are bap- 

Part 3 #ized, and at all times. * The bodily Age, 

& 72. © (faith he) doth not prejudice the Soul ; 
© and even Children, dying confirmed, ob- 
* tain the greater Glory, as here they do 
* the greater Grace, And Contarenws grounds 

L. de S:- the Cuſtom of giving it to Infants upon his 

Tm Authority But grave men among them- 

Conſult. a4 jelues miſlike this Pra@ice. * 1 ſee, faith 

artic. 9. © Caſſander, that it doth not diſpleaſe good 
© men of both ſides,that the uſe of it be de- 
©lay'd till ſome Growth of Age And ſo 
© the Roman Catechiſm now requires. 

The truth is, the QOtility and Benefit of 
this Sacred Inſtitution exads all this. Some 
competent Growth and Underſtanding in 
the Party confirmed, Heed and Diligence 
in his Prz-inſtruction, and all Gravity, and 
Seriouſnels in the whole Adminiſtration. 
{fAnd to the intent that no man ſhould think 
* that any Detriment ſhould come to Chil- 
* dren, by deferring their Confirmation un- 
* to years of Diſcretion, our Church hath .; 

declared 
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* declared it for a Truth certain by God's 
* Word, That Children being baptized, have 
* all things neccſlary for their Salvation,and 
* dying before they commit aCtual Sin, are 
* undoubtedly ſaved. 

Let me therefore beſeech thoſe, who ſhall 
come at any time upon this Holy Errand, 
to ponder well, and conſider with them- 
ſelves, of what weight and moment the matter 
is they are going about, what they are obliged 
to do, and what the Bleſſing is they hope to re- 
ceive thereupon Their Buſineſs, in ſhort, 
is to declare, that they are not aſhamed of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, but glory in his Croſs ; 
to profeſs themſelves upon choice, and in good 
earneſt Chriſtians, the reſolved Diſciples, Ser- 
wants, and Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt; to de- 
vote themſelves entirely to his Faith and Ser- 
vice; to take the ſolemn Vow and Promiſe, 
made formerly in their Names, by their Sure- 
ties, upon themſelves, that is, to vow Repen- 


| tance from dead Works and Faith towards 


God: to renounce the Devil, the World and 
the Fleſh, and give up themſelves to the Be- 
lief and Obedience of the Goſpel This is 


the Work they come about; and then their 
Reward is, ſo doing , to participate in the 
Prayers of the Church, and the Blelſing of the 
Biſhop, to be promoted to an higher Form in 
, the School of Corifh among an higher Rank 


+ of Profeſſors, an 


admitted to all the Pri- 
Liledees 


c0 


Office of 
Public 
Baptiſm. 
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viledges af Adult and Compleat Chriftians. 


Now therefore, ur the laſt place, I need 
not to ſay much more, concerning the [m- 
portance and. Uſefulneſs of this whole Adion, 
which all along ſpeaks for it ſelf, and where- 
of accordingly I have ſuggeſted a competent 
Account already, in treating of the parts of 
it. The fewer words therefore ſhall here 
ſuffice, and I will little grore than name the 
particulars, which otherwiſe I ſhould have 
enlarged upon. 

I. This would utterly enervate the Ana- 
baptiſts Plea, for Re-baptizing thoſe who were 
before baptized in their Infancy ; did they e- 
very one at their Confirmation thus expli- 
citely take upon themſelves, what was then 
promiſed and undertaken in their Name, and 
fo give up themſelves afreſh to God and his 
Church. And it is, you know, part of the 
Charge which we leave with God-fathers, and 


CGod-mothers at the Font, to bring them, - 


_ prepared, unto the Biſhop thus to 
D. 
Nor 1s this, as ſore have ſurmized, any 
Imputation to their Baptiſm, as imperfe@ in 
it ſelf, but a Supply only to the Imperfe@:o0r: 
of their State, who were Baptized in their 
Infancy, with a /egitimate and true Baptiſm, 
by the ſolemn renewing of the Anſwer, or Sti« 
prulation of a good Conſcience towards God , 
which ought frequently to be repeated 


throughs 
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throughout our whole Life. Repreſentatio Pref. ad 


| * priſtini Baptiſm, as Eraſmus calls it. 


»# 9 


mw © © uw 0 © 
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And © Whether the ſolemn Baptizing of s. Marth. 


* all Infants, though the Children of preſu- 
© med Chriſtian Parents, throughout this 
* Kingdom, Without ſolemn Aſtipulation, that 
© they ſhall at Yearsof Diſcretion, perſonally 
© ratifie their Vow in Baptiſm in Publick,in 
© ſuch manner as the Church requires, be not 
© rather more Lawful than Expedient, 1 leave 


< with all Subrmſhon, to the Conſideration on the 
© of Higher Powers, ſaith the Learned, Pious, "_ : 
and Reverend Dr. Fuckson. CNS 


2+ This would jupercede the new modell'd 


Examinations, ſet on foot by Private Autho- 
-rity, before the Admiſfuon of Perſons to the 


Bleſſed Sacrament of #he Lord's Supper, whe- 
ther by Lay-Elders, in Conjunction with 
Preſbyters, or by Popular Congregations 3 
and wholly filence the many fierce and un- 


| happy Fends and Controverſies, which have 


ibeen moved on that occalion. 


+ 3. It would extreamly quicker and en- 
i courage the Endeavors of all that are concern'd 
*among #s in the es ren of Toth ; 
:and whet the Learners alſo to a greater Dili- 


'gence and Induſfiry, and prove a mighty Eaſe 
"and SatisfaGion to the Minds of thoſe who 


"have undertakes in their Names at Baptiſm. 


4. It would very mech conduce to the re- 


Ycommending,and endearing of God's Minifters, 
% - the 
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the Biſhops of the Church, to the AﬀeTions 
of the People,by and from whom they and theirs 
partake of ſo great a benefit; {o as to oblige 
them (if any thing can do it) never to lift 
up their Hand, or ſo much as open their 
Mouth againſt them; never to return them 
Evil for Good, and requite their Bleſſzngs 
with Curſes and Reproaches. 

5- It would highly promote the Truth and 
Power of Godlineſ and Religion, ſO much 
talk'd of, It would bring good Inſtrudions 
to ſome hopeful Effet and Iſſue 3 and put eve- 
ry Sinner among #4, who is not alſopaſt Shame, 
to bluſh and hang down the Head upon the re- 
membrance of that good Confeſſion, which he 
himſelf had ſo openly made before many Witneſ- 
ſes, and yet ſo notoriouſly violated and contra:- 


With what Face could he devote himſelf 
to Atheiſm and Impiety, who, before God, 
and his Ele& Angels, the Biſhop, and an 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians, hath perfonaly Vow: 
ed and promiſed the Belief of the Chriſtian 


Faith and Obedience unto all God's Holy Com- 
mandments £ And with ſuch a grave Solemmi- 
ty, renounced the Devil and all. his Works. &c 
He hath the Argument of Common TJuſtic 
and Honeſty, from henceforth _—_ of * \ 


hin * 
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him continually to be as good as his Word: to 
take heed of the crying Sin of Perjury, ſuch 
an aggravated Perjury eſpecially, as this. is, 
a Sacrilegious Perjury. He hath many to riſe 
up in Judgment againſt him upon Ta olſe 
on, He hath ſuch-like Thoughts as theſe to 
accompany him wherever he goes, that if 
he fails in this vowed Duty, he muſt at laſt 
witneſs againſt himſelf, be condentned out of 
his own Mouth, and left without an Apo- 
logy 3 and.if he (hall preſume to live in 
a Courſe, conmtradiffory to this Holy Pro- 
feſſzon, he can expe& nothing but that cur- 
Jed Doom, which with ſo many repeated 
Woes is threatned unto Hypoecrites in the 
Goſpel. 

| Nor yet is this all the Help, which it con- 
tributes unto Piety and Religion : But the 
the very confirming of our Sacred Vows and 
Reſolutions, fortifies and arms ws againſt Temp» 
tations : And while we thus renew our Pro- 
miſes unto God, we take his Toak upon our 
Necks, and come under the Bond of his Cove- 
rant ; And he that heareth Prajers, to be 
ſure, will never ſtop his graciaus and mer- 
ciful Ears againſt thoſe, who, upon ſo good a 


' Deſign, call upon h:m ; or deny his Holy Spi- 


rit and Bleſſing unto thoſe, who are both deſts 
rows , and prepared thus to receive it ; whom 
therefore his Miniſters; by Vertue of Au- 

; E thority 
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*Itis rhority and Commiſlion from him, do blefs 
g—_ in bis name * 


that Cor- | 

nelius (St, Cypriay's Contemporary) notes of Novatian, that he therefore 
fell into Hereſie for want of Epiſtopal Confirmation. Vide Pamelii An- 
not. in D. Cyprian. Ep. 92. 


Circa 4.D To draw towards a Concluſion, remarka- 
31? ble arethe words of Melchiades, in his - 
Diſcourſe - p;/#Je to the Biſhops of Spain, concerning the 
————4 ee aty and Du of this Holy Rite. 
73- 74 Take them in Biſbop Taylor's Tranſlation——— 
Firſt he ſtarts an Obje@ion. 
. . © What does the Myſtery of Confirmation 
© profit me,after the Myſtery of Baptiſm2Cer- 
© tainly we did not receive all in our Bap- 
* tiſm, if after that Lavatory we want ſome- 
© thing of another kind And then he 
{ub-joyns this Anfwer to t- * Let your 
* Charity attend (faith he) as the Mihtary 
* Order requires, that when the General en- 
© ters a Souldjer into his Liſt, he doth not 
* only ark him;but furniſh him with Arms 
© to the Battel; (o, in him that is baptized, 
© this Bleſſing is his Ammunition. You have * 
, ren ( Chyilt ) a Souldjer; Give him alſo 
* Weapons, And, if a Father give a Great 
* Eſtate to his Son, what will it profit, if 
© he does not take care to provide a Twtor 
* for him? Therefore the Holy Spirit (giv- 
*en at Confirmation ) is the Guardian of 
© our Regeneration in_ Chriſt 3 he o, the 
om- 


Of Epiſcopal Confirmation. 
Comforter,” and' he is the Defender, &*c. 
he ſame we rieet with in Faſebins E- 


miſſenns; * or," as ſome conceive, Encheri> * cires 


ws Luadunenſis, | whom I befare quoted for 
deducing this Obſervance from the Deſcent of 
the Holy Ghaſ# , at Pentecoſt ter 
which it follows —— * But beeauſe we have 
« ſaid; that Impoſition of 'Hands, and Con- 
* irmation,may confer ſomewhat upon him, 


© who is already regenerate in Chriſt, ſome Dr. H. de 


-< perhaps thinks with himſelf, what doth 
* the Miniſtry of him that confirmeth pro- 
fitme after the Myſtery of Baptiſm? 
There is the OkjeFiov. Fo which he re- 
plies; juſt as Metehiades did. * As a Ge- 
© rak; whomfoever he hath taken into the 
© Lift of his Souldiers, doth not only ſet a 
 * Mark upon him, when fiſt received ; but 
© alſo furniſheth him, when he is to fight, with 
* fitting: Weapons : So this BenediGtton is to 
« the Baptized Perſon his Accoutrement for 
© Fiaht. You' have admitted a Sonldier, 
* give him alſo the Helps of Warfare —— 
And then he: adds, by way of farther Illu- 
ſtration —— © The Holy Ghoſt, that de- 
< ſcendeth with a Saving [/lapſe, on the Wa- 
* ters 'of Baptiſm , beltows at the Fort a 
* FulaeG, m Order to /rnocency; and in 
6 Confirmation, '\gwves a Supply of Grace, in 
© order unto Growth. In: Baptiſm we are 
| regenerated unto Lifez after Baptiſm, we 

E 2 confir- 


_—_— -—— <t_—_— 
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© confirmed to fight. In Baptiſm we are waſh- 
* ed; after Baptiſm we are ſtrengthened —— 


* Regeneration it ſelf, ſaveth thoſe that are 
* forthwith upon it to he received in the Peace 
© of the Bleſſed Age to come. Confirmation 
Cc arms and prepares thoſe, who are re- 
* ſerved t0 the Combates and Fights of this 
© World, And therefore, before the Deſcent 
* of the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles are afrighted 
* to a Denyal, but after bis Viſtation , are 
* armed with Contempt of Death unto Martyr- 
* dom. 

I will here annex what the excellent Bj- 
ſhop Taylor himſelf, fatth., concerning the 
Graces and Bleſſings, conſequent to the Wor- 


thy Reception and due Miniſtry of Confirma- 


Of Con- 
firm, g. Eo 


tion, becauſe they may ſerve for a beneficial 
Recapitulation of what hath been already dif- 
courſed. 

I. © Confirmation (faith he) is the Cor- 


* ſummation and PerfeFion, the Corroborati- 


© on and Strength of Baptiſm, and baptiſmal 
© Grace: For in Baptiſm we undertake to do 
© our Duty; but in Confirmation, we receive 
© further Strength to do it. In Baptiſm , 
© others promiſe for #5; 1n Confirmation we 
* undertake for our ſelves : We eaſe our God- 
© fathers and God-mothers of their Burthen,and 
© take it upon our own Shoulders, together 
* with the Advantage of the Prayers of the 
© Biſhop, and all th: Church on or behalf. In 

Bap- 
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© Baptiſm, we give up our Names to Chriſt; 

© but in Confirmation, we put our Seal to 
© the Profelſion, and God puts his Seal to the 

* Promiſe, &c. 

2. © In Confirmation, we receive the Holy 
© Ghoſt as the Earneſt of our Inheritance, as 
© the Seal of our Salvation xa2pJ aPexida, 
* ws ouvTipyny %} © StamoTeias onueiwow, (aith 
c Greg. Nazianzen , we therefore call it a 
* Seal or Signature, as being a Guard and 
* Cuſtody to ws, and a Sign of the Lord's Do- 
© minion over #59. The Confirmed Perſon, is 
n @p9BaToy £0PExMmopyvor,a Sheep that is mark- 
© ed, which Thieves do not ſo eaſily (teal 


* and carry away. Remember, faith Theo- comment. 
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© doret, that Holy Myſtagogy , in which i: Can. 


© the initiated, after renouncing that Tyrant 
* (the Devil , with his Works) and the 
* Confeſſzon of the True King (Jelus Chriſt) 
© have received the Chriſm of Spiritual On- 
* Zion like a Royal Signature; and by that 
* UnCtion, as in a Type or Shadow, the in- 


© iſtble Grace of the moſt Holy Spirit, &c. 


© To conclude this Enquiry (ſaith he) 
* the Holy Ghoſt is promiſed to all men to 
* profit withal. That's plain Scripture : Con- 
* firmation,or Prayer, and Impoſition of the 
* Biſhop's Hands, 1s the Solemmnity and Rite 
© uſed inScripture for the conveying of that pro- 
* miſe, and the Effed@ is felt in all the Sandi- 
* fications, and Changes of the Soul. And he, 

E 3 * that 
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© that denies theſe things; hath not Faith, 
©nor the. Trne Notices of Religion, or the 
© Spirit of Chriſtianity. 

I will only add this now in the cloſe of 
all, by way of Admonition, that we are all 
concern'd not to diſgrate” fo well grounded 
Principles, by an unſuitable pradice, left we 
furniſh our Adverlaries with the ſame pre- 
tence againſt Confirmation, as it is happt- 
ly ſettled in our Church-Conſtiuttons , 
which Calnin urged againſt that of the Ro- 
maniſts ( ſcilicet dum ita licenter contemni pa- 
tinntur, tacite fatentur, non tanti eſſe, quanti 
wenditant) * That while we ſuffer it to be (o 
© profanely contemmed, we do ſilently confeſs, 
* that it is not of ſo great a Value, as otherwife 
* we give forth, and atteſt it to be. 

* There is no caule we ſhould doubt of 
* the Benchit (faith our Judictous Hooker ) 
* but ſurcly great cauſe to make Complaint 
* of the deep Neglect of this Chriitian Du- 
* ty, aimoſt with all them to whom by right 
* of their Place and Calling, the ſame belong- 
© &th. Let them not take it in evil part 
* (faith he) the thing is true, Their ſmall 
* regard hereunto, hath doxe harm to the 
* Church of God, That which Error raſh- 
© ]Iy uttereth im diigrace of good things,may 
* peradventure be ſpunged out, when the 
* Print of thoſe Evils, which are grown 
* through Neglect, will remain behind. 

* There 
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© There is no default or defe& (faith 


* profound Dr. Jackſon) in the Church of £10.50 


* England's Dottrine or Laws, concerning 
© Baptiſm or Confirmation of ſuch as have 
© been Baptized 1n their Infancy. ButI dare 
*not avouch ſo much for juſtifying the 22e- 
* unto whom the Execution of thoſe ; is C- 
* ſpecially commended, whether they be of 
* Lower, or Higher, or of the Higheſt 
© Rank, ec. 


5 


* In this point, who can deny (faith the », c,,6,. 
© Pious and Reverend Dr. Hammond) but p. 81. 


« there is fit place for Reformation > =— 
* And his Worthy and Learned Friend, 
* Dr. Henchman , the Late Lord Biſhop of 
* London ( but when he wrote of Salisbury) 
*1n his preliminary Diſcourſe to that excellent 
© Treatiſe of his, de Confirmatione, urgeth the 
* matter home upon us 

* If thefe things (faith he) at laſt , take 
© not hold of our minds, where is the Di- 


Pr el; Ns 
Diatrib. 


* ſcipline for ſo many Nears , deſigned and HS. 


* rhought on, and during the Oppreſſuon and 


© Rage of the late Tyranny, promiſed, if ever -S 


" © 000d day ſhould ſhine upon us? Behold, our 
Moſt Gracious and Merciful God, hath 
© commanded his Sun to ſhine bright a- 


* gain upon our Ifland, and calmed the Tem ' 


* peſt which toſs'd our Ship, and now calls 
© for the performance of our Vow unto him , 
* the Vow which we made when we were in 
ES :; trouble 


HER CCD 
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© Trouble. Let us offer unto him this Holy 
* and ſincere Worſhip, whilſt we every one 
< readily diſcharge our reſpective Duties in 
© this particular. 

Which that we may a/ do, God of his 
Infinite Mercy, grant, for Chriſt his Sake, 
to whom with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, (that Bleſſed Trinity, in whoſe name 
we were baptized, and whoſe Diſciples, at 
our Confirmation,we own and profeſs our ſelves 
to be) be aſcribed by us, as is moſt due, all 
Honor, Glory, Praiſe and Adoration, now 
and for evermore, Amer, 


THE EN D, 


” DO—— — 


jetions againſt this Sacred Rite of 


A Confirmation, in the fore-goaing 


Pages 3 yet becauſe I find them all epitopri- 
zed in the ſtauteſt Champion of the Old Non- 
conformiſts (whoſe Eruttations have been 
lick'd up by the New, as Homer's were by 
the Succeeding Poets) and as full an An- 

ſwer 


Lthough I have faid enough to 
obviate molt of the Common Ob- 
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- ſwerto them, though compendiows and Iro- 
zical , in our Excellent Hooker, I will take 
the pains here for the Reader's Benefit to 
tranſcribe both in Order. | 

. C. In his Reply to the moſt Reverend 
Arch-Biſhop Whitgift ſpeaketh thus: * Tell 


* me, why there ſhould be any fuch Confir- the Ad- 


* mation in the Church, being brought in by * 
* the feigned Decretal Epiſtles of Popes ; 
© ( But this is retrafed by him, L. 3. 
* p. 232. That it is Ancienter than the feign- 
* ed Decretal Epiſtles I yield unto) and zo 
* one Title thereof being once found in Scrip- 
* ture; and ſeeing it hath. been ſo horribly 
* abuſed, and not neceſſary, why ought it 
© nat to be utterly aboliſhed? And Third- 
*ly, This Confirmation hath many dange- 
* roxs pojnts in it. The Firſt ſtep of Popery in 
* this Confirmation,jis the laying on of Hands 
* upon the Head of the Child, whereby the 
* Opinjon of it, that it is a Sacrament is 
* confirmed; eſpecially, whenas the Prayer 
* doth ſay, that it is doe according to the 
© Example of the Apoſtles; which is a manifeſt 
* untruth, and taken indeed from the Popi(þ 
© Confirmation. The Second is, for that the 
* Biſhop, as he is call'd, muſt be the ozly 
* Miniſter of it, whereby the Popiſh Opint- 
© on, which eſteemeth it above Baptiſm, 1s 
* confirmed : For while Baptiſm may be 
* miniſtred of the Miniſter, and not Con- 
c firmation 3 


— 
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* firmatioh 3 but only of the Biſhop, there 
© is great Cauſe of Suſpicion given to think, 
© that Baptiſm is not ſo ſerious a thing as Con- 
c firmation 3 ſeeing this was one of the prin- 
© cipal Reaſons, whereby that wicked O- 
* pinion was eſtabliſhed in Popery. I do 
© not Here ſpeak of the Inconvenience, that 
* men are conſtrained with Charges to bring 
© theit Children oftentimes half- 2 ſcore miles _ 
* for that, which if it were needful, might 
© be as well done at Home in theit own Pa- 
© riſhes. The Third 1s, for that the Book 
© faith, a Cauſe of uſing Confirmation, is, 
* That by Impoſition of Hands and Prager, 
© the Children may receive Strength and De- 
* fence againſt all Temptations ; whereas there 
*1s no Promiſe, that by the laying on of 
© Hands upon Children any ſuch Gift ſhall. 
* begiven : And it maintaineth the Poprſb 
* DiſtinJion, that the Spirit of God is giv- 
* en at Baptiſm unto Remiſſron of Sins, and 
* in Confirmation unto Strength, 

Hear we now Mr. Heoker , in few, but 
weighty words, cloſing up his Nervous Diſ- 
courſe about Confirmation, with a particu- 
lar Retort to all theſe ObjeQions. 

C * Thus much generally ſpoken , may 


- © ſerve for Anſwer to their Demands, that 


* require us to tell them why there ſhould be 
* any ſuch Confirmation in the Church, ſeeing 
* we are not ignorant, how earneſtly they | 


have © 


, 
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* have proteſted againſt it; and how diretly 
* (although #tr»ly, for ſo they are content 
* to acknowledge) it hath by ome of them 
* been faid to be fiiſt brought i» by the 
* ſeigned Decretal Epiſtles of the Popes : Or 
* why it ſhould not utterly be aboliſhed, 
* ſeeing that 0 one Title thereof can be once 
* found in the whole Scriptures, , except the 
* Epiſtle ts the Hebrews be Scripture, ch. 6. 
And again, ſeeing, that how 
© free ſoever it be now from . £q if we 
© look back to times paſt (which wiſe men 
* do always more reſpect than the preſent) 
* it hath beer abuſed (as what good thing 
* hath not? ) and is found at length no 
* ſuch profitable Ceremony, as the whole ſel- 
< ly Church far or the ſpace of theſe ſtxteen 
* Hundred Tears, hath, through want of Ex- 
* perience imagined, Laſt of all, ſeeing alſo, 
© beſides the Cruelty, which is ſhew'd towards 
* poor Country People, who are fain ſome- 
© times to let the Plow ſtand (till, and with 
* incredible weariſome Toyl of their feeble 
© Bodies, to wander over Mountains, and 
* throughWoods,it may be now andthen,Jit- 
* tle leſsthan a whole half-ſcore miles, for a Bi- 
* ſhop's Blefling, whichif it were needful, 
* might as well be done at home in their own 
* Pariſhes, rather than they to purchaſe it 
* with fo great Loſs and intollerable pain. 
T here 
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© There are, they ſay, in Confirmation, be- 
* fides this, three terrible Points. 

< The Firſt is laying on of Hands, with 
© pretence that the ſame is done to the Example 
« of the Apoſtles, which is not only as they 
< {txppoſe, a manifeſt untruth (For all the 
+ World doth know, that the Apoſtles did 
< never after Baptiſm lay Hands on any: And 
< therefore 8. Luke who ſaith they did, AFs 
© 8. and 19. was wmch deceived ) but farther 
< alſo, we thereby teach men to think Im- 
* poſition of Hands a Sacrament ; belike , 
* becauſe it is a Principle, ingrafted by com- 
* mon Light of Nature, in the minds of men, 
* that all things done by Apoſtolick Example, 
© muſt needs be Sacraments. (And yet the - 
© word Sacrament too, is ſometimes uſed 
* by the Fathers in a very large Extent; and 
© Bucer calls this a Sacramental Rite. 

* The Second high point of Danger, is, 
* that by tying Confirmation to the Biſhop 
* aloxe, there 1s great cauſe of Suſpicion 
* given to think, that Baptiſzz is not ſo pre- 
®cious 4 thing as COn—_ : For will any 
* man think that a Velvet Coat, is of no more 
* price than a Linnen Coife, krowing the one 
*to be an Ordizary Garment, and the o- 
* ther an Ornament which only Sergeants at 
© Law wear £ 

* Finally, to draw to an end of Perils, |. 
* the laſt and the weightieſt hazzard, is, ® 

where 
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* where the Book it (ſelf doth ſay, that Chil- 
« dren, by Impoſition of Hands, and Pray- 
© er, may receive ſtrength againſt all Temp- 
© tation : This Speech, as a Two-edged 
* Sword, doth both ways dangerouſly 
* wound : Partly, becauſe it aſcribeth Grace 
© to Impoſition of Hands, whereby we are a- 
© ble no more toaſſure our ſelves in the war- 
© rant of any Promiſe from God, that his 
© Heavenly Grace ſhall be given, than the 
* Apoſtle was, that himſelf ſhould" obtain 
© Grace, by the bowing of his Knees to God, 
-© Epheſ..3. 14. And partly becauſe by uſe- 
* ing the very word Strength in this mat- 
© ter, a word fo apt to ſpread Infeftion, we 
© thaintain, with Popiſh Ecangeliſts(Fobn 20. 
© 22. ATs 1.8.) an old forlorn Dittintion 
© of the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed upon Chriſt's A- 
© poſiles before his Aſcenſion into Heaven, and 
© augmented upon them afterwards ; a Diſtin- 
© tion of Grace infaſes into Chriſtian Men 
* by degrees, planted in them at firſt by Bap- 
* tiſm, and after that, cheriſhed, watered, and 
* (be it ſpoken without Offence ) frengthen- 
© ed, as by other vertuous Offices, which Pie- 
*ty and True Religion teacheth, even. fo 
* by this very ſpecial BenediGion, whereof we 
* ſpeak, the Rite or Ceremony of Conkhr- 
© mation.) 

And iow, by way of Over-plus, I (hall 
eaſily obtain pardon for tranſlating to = 
ule 
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uſe of my Country-men theſe admirable Paſ- 
ſages of the Reverend Dr. Hammond. 
© Undoubtedly were theſe things, as they 


*are bolily and wiſely ordein'd in the 
* Church of Chriſt, (either by the Apoſtles 
© themſelves, or after their Patern, by Apo- 
© ſtolical men, the Succeſfors of their Chair 
* and Power) fo allo piouſly, reverently, 
© and conſtantly applied by Prelates, other 
© Weapons of the Churches Warfare, being in 
© their Place and Order call'd in for Help, as 
* often as there is need; (that is to fay, 
© more particularly, and diſtinAly,. if care 
© were taken by the ReFors or Curates of all 
* Pariſhes, to bring thoſe who have been 
© Baptized in their Infancy, and afterwards 
* inftrufted in the Catechiſm ( which is a * 
© plain Expliration, of the Baptiſmal Vow and 


. © Heads of Faith) to the Biſhop, no leſs c- 


* minent for his Sanity than Honor ; and 
* they admitted hereupon , by the Impoſition 
* of his Hand and Benedi&ion, as alſo, by his _ 
* Paternal Monition and Threatning, to a ſo- 
* lemn Confirmation of the —_— and Ab- 


* renunciation made in their Names at Bap- 


© tiſm; being upon theſe Terms onl mit- . 
* ted to —_ the Lt. Table; 4 yon be 
* driven from thence, bound by the Power 
* of the Keys, and interdicted the Priviledg- 
* es of Diſciples, as often. as they are found in a || 
* Crime,or manifeſily guilty of voluntary Tranſ- 

* greſſuon, 
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« preſſion 3 and to be redeemed from this Ship- 
* wrack, by the Plank of genuine and ſolid 
* Repentance only: It, I ſay we Chriſtians 
* were accuſtomed to ſerve and go forward 
* in the Camp of Chriſt, by this ſevere, but 
© not tetrical Law, fitted not ſo much for a 
* pain ayd empty Pop, as a ſolemn and ſele# 
* Fight with Wickedneſs and Vice)it can ſcarce 
© be ſpoken or conceived, how plentiful 
* and happy an Harveſt might be expected 
* from this Seed-time and Tillage; what Vi- 
* tory againſt the Fleſh and Devil 5 what 
* Frophics might be look'd for from theſe 
* Weapons of Apoſtolical Warfare, which are 
* not fleſhly and weak, but mighty through 
* God, and able-to deſtroy (trong Holds. 


- © Whereas theſe Methods of our Chriſtian 


* Polity, having been now long deſpiſed, and 
* either univerſally paſſing into. Diſ-ſe, or 
© framed only to an empty ſhew of Piety, and 
* degenerating into the mere ſhadow of Ex- 


* © ternal performance ; or which is yet warle, 


© being converted to Lycre and Avarice (as 


' © the Arch-biſhop of Spalado' complains) we 


* may at this day , in vain, (eck for the 
© Church i the Church, the Servants of God 


> _ * in. bis Family, the Diſciples of Chriſt among 


* Chriſtians; Nor find any thing pious and 
© holy z but the Shadow and Name among 
* the Candidates of Religion. ) 


Yet 
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Yet once more, ( © By this ſolemn Rite, 
© by this,neitherexceeding,nor empty Pomp 
© of Ceremonies, the Candidate of Divine 
© Grace is admonilhed, weekly, ſweetly, and 
© conſtantly to bear the Gracious Toke of the 
© Goſpel, taken from his Suretie's Hands upon 
* bis own Shoulders: And alſo with a Solemrn 
* Confeſſion in the open Congregation profeſ- 
* ſeth with the Mouth his Faith (and Re- 
© ſolution) before God, Angels and Men 3; 
© and is moreover made partaker of the moſt 
© ardent Prayers of the Biſhop, Presbyters, and 
© whole Charch: All which , whoſoever can 
© perſuade himſelf or others, that they 
© are like to be vain, and of no effeF, he 
©* may, by the ſame Endeavor, mock at the 
* moſt Holy Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion, 
* as Trifles, Figments, and an unprofitable 
* Shew or Appearance only.) 

I will end this Appendix, with this plain 
Deſcription of Confirmation out of the Pre- 
miſles. 

C It is a Sacred and Apoſtolical Rite, of 
moſt Ancient Ute in the Church of Chriſt, 
whercin the Biſhop lays his Hand on Bapti- 
zed Perſons, come to Tears of Diſcretion , 
and pre-inſtrued in the Principles of their 
Chriſtianity: The Importance of which 
Performance, 1s, that the Parties Confir- | 
med, do then publickly renew and ratifie the 

ſolemn Vow and Promiſe made in their names 
at 
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at Baptiſm, taking the ſame upon them- 
ſelves, and acknowledging themſelves 
bound thereby 3 and the Biſhop cor firm- 
ing, calls upon God, with the Congregation 
then preſent, for the additional Supplies of 
his Grace upon them; and in the Name of 
God, gives them his Paternal Benedi@ion 
and Admyunitions, 
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' & BARNABAS 


> EXHORTATION 


To thoſe whom he Confirmed at Arnticch, 
BEING 


A Practical Diſcourſe to a Coun- 


: try Audience, to prepare them for 
| their Biſhops 


CONFIRMATION. 


Adbuc in ſeculo ſums, adbuc in acie conſtituti : 
danda opera eft, ut poſt hec initia ad incrementa 
quoque veniatur, & conſummetur in tobis, quod 

, Es. felicibus eſſe cepiſtis. D. Cypr. 

cpiſt.7. 
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St. Barnabas his Exhortation 
to thoſe whom he Confirm- 
ed at Antioch. 


Acts 11. 23. 


Who, when he was come ,, aud had ſeen 
the Grace of God, was glad, and ex- 
borted them all, that with purpoſe of 


Heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord. | 


Y the Diſperſion of the Chriſtian 
Church, upon the Perſecution that 
aroſe about St. Stephen the Proto- 
martyr, Divine Providence won- 

derfully brought about the Enlargement 
and Multiplying of it. In particular, while 
ſome of them were preaching the Lord Je- 
ſ44 at Antioch, © The Hand of the Lord was 
* with them, and a great number believed 
© and turned unto the Lord, verſe 21. Arfd 
* when Tidings of theſe things came unto | 
* the Elders of the Church, (the Metropoli- 7 
* tical, or Mother-Church) which was at Je- v 
* ruſalem (as it follows, verſe 22.) they ſent 
forth Barnabas, one of their own Number, 
to 
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to help, aſſiſt, and confirm them in theſe 
good Beginnings. And how he demeaned 


| himſclf among them, the Text acquaints us, 


©< Who when he was come, and had feen 
© the Grace of God, was glad, and exhort- 
* ed them al], that with purpoſe of Heart 
© they would cleave unto the Lord. 

You ſee then the Occaſion of the Words, 
and the Perſons concerned in them. The 
Speaker, St. Barnabas the Apoſtle, * A good 
© man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
* Faith, as we have his CharaQter, verſe 24. 
And the Hearers, the Neophites, or young 
Converts at Antioch, unto whom he was 
ſent from the Church at Jeruſalem, to con- 
firm them in their Chriſtianity. 

And then you cannot but obſerve, 

1. How he was affeed upon the joyful ſight 
of their hopeful Beginning ; And, 

2. How he endeavored to flrenthen and en- 
courage them unto an anſwerable perſeverance 
according to the ſame. 

Firſt, How he was affefed upon the wery 
feght of their hopeful Beginnings,(iydpn) © who 
< when he was come,and had ſeen the Grace 
* of God, was glad — When he was come, 
* and had ſeen the Grace of God—) The 
Grace of God, he means, in calling them by 
his Goſpel, and adding them to his Church : 
The Grace of God, con{picuoxs in their be- 
lieving, and turning unto the Lord; turning 
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from Idols and Lifts to ferve the Living and 
true God ; This was that which affected our 
Apoſtle with great Joy, to behold ſo many 
partakers of the Word of God's Grace, and 
devoting themſelues upon it to the Profeſſion 
and Pradtice of Chriſtianity: For otherwiſe, 
thin in Profeſſzon and Pradice, Grace is a 
thing inviſible, and mot to be ſeer by any. 

Now this 1s the longing and delight of 
all good Men, eſpecially of the Faithful Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt. Their Love to him, their 
aſter, and their Love to Souls, the pur- 
chaſe of his Blood makes this ſteht pleaſart 
ard tranſporting to them. St. Paul therc- 
fore calls the Philippians © His dearly bclov- 
© ed, his Joy and Crown, ch. 4. 1. And tells 
the Colloſſrars, that, * though he was ab- 
© ſent in Body, yet he was with them in 
« Spirit, joying and beholding their Order, 
© andthe (tedfaſtneſs of their Faith 1m Chriſt, 
ch. 2.5. And St. John writes unto the Ele 
Lady, That © He rejoyced greatly, that he 
* found her Children walkingin the Trop 
2 Ep. zerſe 4. And to his Hoſt Gaiws, 3 Ep. 
eerſe 3, and 4. That he * rejoyced greatly, 
* when the Brethren came and teſtificd of 
*the Truth that was in him, and that he 
* had no greater Joy, than to hear that his 
* Children (meaning his Diſciples and fol- 
* lowers) Waixcd in the Truth, that is, ac- 
* cording to the Golpel, which is call'd both 
Grace 
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Grace and Truth--- Here we may borrow the 
Pſalmiſt's Exclamation , Ecce quam bonum, 
quam jucundum ! Behold, how good, and 
how joyful a thing it is! Pſal. 133. To 
ſee a Society of Regular Chriſtians, combi- 
ned together in the Bonds of Faith and A- 
mity, and walking orderly in the Fear of 
God, and Love unto all men, but more eſpeci- 
ally each unto other; thus holding forth 
the Beauty of the word of Life in their Con- 
verſations, and maintaining the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. How ra- 
viſhing a Shew this is ! | 
Eraſmus, in his Preface before his Para- 
phraſe on St. Matthew, having recommen- 
ded unto Novices the ſolemn Renewal of 
their Baptiſmal Covenant by an oper and 
publick, Profeſſzon thereof (which is the thing 
we do at CO ——— upon it (24 
verb magnificum eſſet hoc SpeFaculum, K&c. ) 
* How magnificent and glorious a Spectacle 
* would this be, to hear the Voice of fo 
* many Young ones dedicating themſelves to 
* Teſws Chriſt; of ſo many Beginners, en- 
* gaping themlelves by Oath of Fidelity to 
* him, ſwearing into his Words. to believe 
* and obey them,renouncing the World, which 
Fheth all in Wickedneſs, abjuring and bhiſ- 
* ſing in a manner at the Devil, with all tis 
* Pomps, and Pleaſures, and Woiks. To 
* ſee theſe new Chriſtians, bearin2 the Sign 
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© of their Emperor, the Captain of their Sal- 
© vation, on their Foreheads! To beho!d 
* the goodly Company of theſe Canditates, 
* coming up from the Holy Laver ; and to 
* hear the Voice of the Multitude of Adult 
* Chriſtians congratulating and wiſhing well 
© to them 

And, Oh that we had continual Matter 
and Occaſion for ſuch Divine Joy as this ! 
And not rather of having our Soxls grieved 
and wvexed (with Righteows Lot's) by the 
gracelcſs and wicked Bchavionr of thoſe a- 
mong whom we live, 2 St. Pet. 2. 7, 8. 
Or of Lamenting (with Holy David) * be- 
© cauſe men keep not God's Laws, P/ſal 119. 
136. bccauſe of ſuch, whom St. Paxl ſpeaks 
of to tlc Philippians, with Tears in kis Eyes, 
ch. 3. 1, 79. * The Enemies of the Croſs 
© of Chril:. whoie Erd is Deſtruction, whoſe 
© God is their Bellv, whole Glory is their 
* Sharze, who wind Ezrthly things: May 
we all with Barrabar, (ce more of the Grace 
of God, 1n our People, that we alſo may 
1cjo3ce and be glad in and for it ! 

And now, that this Joy of his might be 
prolonged, he proceeds, Secondly, (aS2y3- 


2c) to * Exbort them all with purpoſe of | 


* Heart, to cleave unto the Lord ; which 
1s the principle thing ] have my Eyes at pre- 
Jent upon. He encouraged them to hold on 
4s they tad begunto abide by their own Choice ; 
| and 
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and * as they had received Chriſt Jeſus the 
< Lord, ſo to walk in him,rooted and built co!lf. 2. 
* up, and eſtabliſhed in the Faith , perſe- ha 


vereingly, to adhere to that Lord 
and Religion which they had em- 
braced; and this heartily, and 
with a free will; with a ready 
mind, with a firm and ſteddy. pur- 
poſe; not coldly or feignedly, but 


with Sincerity, and Fervor of En- 


Perſrurranter adhercre 
Domino Eraſm. Anne. 
tx animo & libera ve 
luntate) 14. propenſo cor- 
dr) Vatab. frmo prope. 
ſito) Grot. non ſridias, 
nec fimulats, ſed fonceyy 
& ardents ſtudio) Be. 
ZA. 


deavor with Deliberation and 
Reſolution of Heart ; that is, as the He- 
brews are wont to expreſs it, with the 
whole Heart, or with all the Heart and Soul; 
and ſo the Syriac and Arabic Interpreters 
here phraſe it. In a word, cordially and 
ſtedfaſtly to hold faſt unto Chriſt. 

Three points I deſign, by God's Help, to 
ſpeak briefly unto, 1n the handling of theſe 
words : 


1. What is included in the Duty it ſelf - 


here prelſs'd (wpopirer mf xypip, to cleave 
unto the Lord. 

2, What farther in the manner of perfor- 
mance recommended, (T1 apoHae + xaplias) 
* with purpoſe of Heart. And then, 

3. What Arguments or Motives we may 
ſuppoſe the Apoſtle to have made uſe of to en- 
force this @zxAy0s, or Exhortation of his 
to them all * That with purpoſe of Heart 
* they would cleave unto the Lord. Of 
which now in Order. And 


St. Barnabas his Exhortation, 


And Firſt, of the General Expreſſion of the 
Duty, [Tegophyar mo xupiw, © tO cleave unto 
* the Lord. The Greek word ſignifies to 
abide bz, or continue with, that is, to hold 
on and perſevere the Diſciples and Servants 
of that Lord Jeſus, whom they are faid be- 
fore to have believed and turned unto. 

When we at firſt became Chriſtians,we do, 
in the Sacred Language, wpooipyetr, come 
over unto Chriſt as his Proſelytes, to believe 
what he ſaith, and learn what he teacheth, to 
obſerve and obey what he commands and en- 
joyns;, and and ſo doing by him, as our All- 
ſufficient Sacrifice and High-Prieſt to be re- 
commended to the Divine Acceptance, in the 
aſſured Hope of Pardon, Life and Happineſs. 
And that we may thus ccme unto him, we 
wſt of neceſſity forſake and renounce all 
other contrary Lords and Maſters , whom 
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men are wont to chuſe and adhere unto, 
in Oppoſetion to him, ſuch as the Devil, the 


World and the Fleſh. And therefore our 


Seruln Yen mriaulramul, 
cam haptizats ſumus. D. 
Cyprian. Ep. 7. Cuſus 
pompis & de'bcurs jam 
Func TENUNICIZLULMUS, CUM 
melzore tranſgriſſu ad 
Deun venimus. I1 ce 
Diſcip. &# Rab. Virge 


Baptiſmal Vow begins with an 
Amvrum wpes Cravtiov, Or an 
Abrenunciation of the Enemy, Re- 
pentance , whereby we forſake Sin 
with its Abettersz whereby we 
renounce the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities 


of this wicked World , and all the Sinful 
Luſts of the Fleſh. And then follows our 
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ume pos 924501,0r Agreement with Chriſt, 
opgrovie 3 emrymeAic, A Confeſſion and Pro- 
miſe, whereby we Engage our ſelves to re- 
ceive and profeſs all the Articles of Dodrine 
Yaught by him, and vow Obedience to all his 
holy Laws and Commands. Both together , 
make up that which St. Peter calls * z3a- 
Ins ouver3no Os erepumug, © the Anſwer of a 
« good Conſcience towards God, 1 St. Pet. 3.21. 
which he there repreſents as the Saving part 
of Baptiſm. Some render it the Stipmlation 
of a good Conſcience, conſiſting of «a Yueſtion 


and agreable Anſwer to it. E. gr. &. * Doſt Sce Dr. Ft 


© thou forſake the Devil ? A. 1 do. &. *Doſt 
© thou beheve, ec. A. this I ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieve. £2. * Wilt thou keep God's Holy 
c Will and Commandments, ec. A. I 
will Others name it, * The Addreſs of 
* a good Conſcience unto God , enquiring of 
© him as an Oracle to be guided by him, apply- 
* ing to him for Diredion, and undertaking 


© faithfully to obſerve and perform the ſame, 


; © asking with thoſe Goſpel Penitents, Lord, 


* What wilt thou have me todo? Or good 
© Maſter, What ſhall [ do to inherit Eternal 


* © Life? With Reſolutions of Obedience , to 


' ſet about whatever he ſhall declare 


> Thus in our Conzerſpon to Chriſtianity, we 
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| diſclaim all other Lords and Maſters, as hath 


been faid, and give up our ſelves entirely 
unto Chriſt, to be inſtructed and ruled by 
him 


$t. Barnabas hz Exhortation, 


him only , to believe whatſoever he teacheth 
#5; to ſhun and avoid whatſoever be forbids 


#5, tO endeavor and prafice whatſoever he 


commands us, and thus to decline and eſcape 
that Puniſhment which ke threatens, and to 
expe and look for that Bleſſing and Reward 
which he promiſeth. This is indecd to come 
over unto Chriſt, as his Diſciples, Servants, 
SubjeFs and Dependents. 

- And then Weaver, tO abide by, to ſtay 


or continue with, or cleave unto him our Lord, - 


3s, as hath been intimated, to perſevere and 
hold on in this Repentance, Faith, Obedience, 
and good hope,patiently to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance, anſwerable to amend- 
ment of Life, not to fall off by Infidelity, or 
an * evil Heart of Onbelief, in departing from 
© the Living God, Hebr. 3. 12. Not to re- 
lapſe or apoſtatize by a courſe of Sin and 
Dilobedience ; but as we have devoted our 
{clves to his Faith, Fear and Service, ſo to 
perſiſt in an undaunted Projeijeer ofthat Faith, 
and walk before him in Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs all our days, to live Godlily in Chriſt 


Jeſus, or to have a Converſation becoming the |\ 


Copel, according to the Holy Warfare we have 
undertaken to fight manfully under our Bleſſed 
Saviour's Banner, as the good and faithful 
Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ; * Laying aſide e- 
* very Weight, and the Sin which does ſo 
* taſily beſet us; to run with Patience, the 
* Race 


IDES 
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<Race of Chriſtian Vertues preſcribed us, 
© Feb. 12. 1. Not to look or ſtart back, but 


> © hold faſt the Faith, and proceed in that 


JEET apt, 5 


$2 we mai wer 
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© 900d Courſe wherein we are engaged z 
© ſhewing the ſame Diligence to the full 
© Aſſurance of the Hope to the End; that 
* we be not {lothful;but followers of them, 
< who through Faith and Patience inherit 
* the Promiſes, ch. 6. 11, 12. an 9agem rs 
EmuYav, © To continue in the Grace of God, 
AFs 13. 43. mm coma hs bar © To 
© continue in his Codugh, Rom 11. 22. che 
ptvey TH mea, © To continue in the Faith, 
AGs 14. 22. Tiv Tis ©>mI Os oughoyiay ax 
yn ugT9w, To hold faſt the Profeſſion of 
© our Hope without watering, Heb. 10. 23. 
£ya Gy xupic, * To ſiand faſt in the Lord, 
Phil. 4. 3. 

This is now to cleave unto the Lord, not 
to leave or forſake him ; not to depart, or 
turn away from himz not to quit our 
Standing in his Church ; not to be aſha- 
med of him and his words ; not to renounce 
or deny him; not to paſs over to the Ene- 
mies Side, and take the contrary part, with 
Renegadoes and Rebells; but to be his con- 
ſtant and obedient Followers, perſevering 1n 
our Chriſtianity , agait all Temptarions 
and Diſcouragements. I will add no more 
abcut the Duty in General. 


Second- 
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Secondly, That which is moſt conſide-# 
rable in this place, is, the warner of perfor- 


* 
& 
F 


ming it recommended to us, Ty Twpovrou 196: 4 
Sizs, with purpoſe of Heart, that 15 to ſay, ” 


more at large, with a perſonal, ſincere, deli- 


berate, free, firm, zealows and humble reſolu-* 


tion of Soul. 


; 


Give me leave to comment a little upon * 


each of the Particulars. 


I. It muſt be a Perſonal Engagement (i: | 
z&;) every one for himſelf; and according- 


ly,the Apogle here exhorts all to it. Need- 


ful it is to put you in mind of hs, becauſe 
there are many, who would gladly enough : 
have the Priviledges and Benefits of Reli-| + 
gion, and yet are backward themlſclves to? 


undertake the Duties of it. It they could 
be ſaved by what others do for them, by 
the Merits and good Works of others, or 
by ſuch a Chrili, as ſhall cover all their 


Sins and Neglects, with the Mantle of his 
perfect Righteouſneſs, imputcd to them as 
theirs, ſo as they may have nothing elſe to 
do, but boldly to rely upon him, and hope 
to be ſaved by him: This would pleaſe 
themz but they ſcem not willing to con- 


cern themſelves at all, in any thing of La- Þ 
bor and Endeavo@about it. Such as theſe I} - 
now do miſerably cheat and delude their | 
own Souls : For we may as well expe to | 


be happy by Proxy in another perſon , as to 


perform | 


| 
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.* perform our Duty ſo in order unto Happineſs. 


> We muſt at laſt a an account * every.oe 
3 


2 for himſelf to Go 


BF * 
L05 
'X 
=” 


; ore (hall then have Praiſe from him, or bear 


Rom. 14. 12. And then 
ſhall every one receive Sentence from him, 
according to what he hath done in the 
Fleſh, whether good or evil; and fo every 


his own Burden, 2 Cor. 5. 10. &e. We 


| muſt every one appear perſonally before 


the Great Tribunal of our Eternal Judge, 


2 and cannot anſwer for one another there. 


— 


And in the mean while, we are obliged to 
* work out our own Salvation by a Reper- 


 ©fence, Faith, and Obedience of our own, 
» © Phil. 2. 12. * God now commandeth all 


'* ©* men every where to repent, AGs 17. 30. 


' And *© the Juſt, faith the Prophet, ſhall live 


<» an dt 2 tr, 2: 


Jane a, 


a. 


© by his Faith, Heb. 2. 4. Every man muſt 
believe and confeſs for himſelf - And there- 
fore it 1s, that our Creed runs in the Firſt 
Perſon ſingular , Credo, I believe. Every 
man muſt be fully perſuaded in his own mind, 
Rom. 14. 5. and have a Stedfaſineſs of his 
own, as St. Peter intimates, 2 Ep. ch. 3. 7. 
* Beware , leſt ye alſo, being led away 
* with the Error of the Wicked, fall from 
© your own Stedfaſtneſs. Chriſt muſt be 


1 Spiritually formed in every one of us, that is, 


d Ana 6 


his Image, which is ſometimes called the 
New man, muſt be drawn upon us. * My 
* little Children, faith St. Paxl, of whom 
| [ 
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* travel 1n Birth again, until Chriſt be for* 3 
* med within you. Gal. 4. 19. And it is © 
This Chriſt in us, which is Hope of Glory. | 
We muſt every one be thus born again, and | 
become new Creatures, The Bleiled Jeſus | 
himſelf, once and again avers it to Nicode- | 
mus, * Venly, verily, I fay unto thee, ex- |} 
* cept a man be born again (or from above, |* 
© as the Margin reads it ) he cannot ſee the |: 
* Kingdom of God. And then he repeats | 
it, * Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, except F 
* a man be born of Water, and of the Spi- | 
© rit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of | 
© God, St. John 3. 3. 5. The Indefinite Af- 7 
firmation here reacheth every one, © Except | 
© 4 man What he faith to oze in this | 


caſe, is ſaid to all; and what is ſpoken ge- || 
nerally unto all, extendeth unto every I[n- |; 
dividual. ' 
We cannot be Chriſtians without our Þ 
own Conſent: For how otherwiſe can we be 
eſpouſed to Chriſt? 2. Cor. 5.19. And there- F 
fore Iſaiah the Prophet ſpeaks emphatically | 
of Goſpel-Converts, ch. 44. 4, 5. © One ſhall | 
* ſay, I am the Lord's,and another ſhall call 
* himſelf by the Name of Jacob; and ano- Þ 
* ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hands unto F 
© the Lord, and Sir-name himſclf by the 
© name of [ſrael. 
True it 1s, while we were Infants, we 
were broughtto Chrilt in the Arms of _ 
who 


—_— 3 q 
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who then undertok for us; and ſuch who 


cannot come otherwiſe, are welcom'd by 


him, when ſo brought by their Friends,and 
devotcd to him. * Suffer the little Children 
© ( ſaith he) to come unto me, and forbid. 
* them not; for of ſuch is the Kingdom'of 
* God. And he took them in his Arms, 
* put his Handsupon them,and bleſſed them. 
St. Mark 10. which words are excellently 
commented upon in our Office of Publick 
Baptiſm. We allow therefore of the chari-: 
ble interpoſure of others, to tranſact in the 
Name of Infants for their Good and Bene- 
fit, who are not in capacity, to mind or do: 


any thing themſelves (Accommodat illis Ec- Sem. 10, 
| de verb, 4 


2 poſtol. 


cleſia aliorum pedes, ut veniant, aliorum cor 
ut credant, alioram linguam, ut confiteantur, 
as St. Auguſtine hath it) * The Church lends. 
* them the Feet of others to come, and the 
* Hleart of others to belieze, and the Tongue of 
* others to confeſ—— But then we do as 
* plainly declare, that ſo ſoon as they are able; 
* they muſt themſelves own and acknowledge, 
* ſtand to, and make good the Sacred Engage- 
© ments, made. by others for them and in 
their Names: that Repentance, whereby they 
are.to forſake Sin ; and that Faith,whereby 
they are ſtedfaſtly to believe the Promiſes 
of God, ſo: as to become obedient to his 
Commands upon it : All this, which was 
vowed by their Suretics, in their —_— 

(> thims- 


2.0 WE 


Gs AMP. EDTA. , WO oo ere won ror Ae EEE Ge” ALA I on a > 


"» on NEE a er —Laditoubun -. 


os W— -— 


St. Barnabas ls Exbirtaticn 


themſelves, when they are come to Age, arebound 
to perform. 

And this is that, which every one among 
us, inthis Catechiſm, is train'd up to profeſs, 
that he doth verily believe himſelf ſo bound, 
and that, by God's Help, he will do accord- 
mgly: And ſo we ſolemnly affirm, with our 
own Mouths, at our C onfirmation. 

- We are upon no other Terms admitted to 
4 State of Salvation in our Baptiſm, than 
this indiſpenfable Obligation, ſo ſoon as we 
grow up, our ſelves to ratifie and make 
good, what was then undertaken and pro- 
miſed for us: And if there be any, who 
are afterwards unwilling to conſent unto 
thoſe Terms, or refuſe to confirm the Sa- 
cred Vow, made in their Names, they are 
to know and conſider, that they bar thert- 
ſelves of the ſaving Benefit of their Baptiſze, 
and do, in effe&t, proclaim, that were it 
now to be done, they would not be made Chri- 


ſtians upon theſe Conditions: and yet hey. 


cannot be admitted upon any other. 
* This I have thought convenient to watn 
and admonifh you of in the Firſt: Place, 
that every one muſt engage for bimſelf; fo 
as to make Religion his own, fo as to have 
a Repentance, and Faith, and Obedience, 
and Stedfaſtneſs of his own,” The Purp e 
of the Heart is « Perſonal A®;- _ 


| 
/ 
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$ '2. Tr muſt be ſcore and and honeſt. This 
 Þ will give you a thort Explication of in 
* three Particulars. 

1. It muſt not be in Skew and Appear- 
ance, or Formality only, but Cordial, and 
with the Heart. (That is one Derivation of 
the word Sincere, fiom ow xp) God is 
not taken with the external Complements 
* of Devotion, when the Heart is not with 
S him: but complains of their Hypocriſſe, who 
S *<© draw near unto him with their Mouths, 
cand honor him with their Lips. while 
© their Heaits are far removed from him 5; 
* and of ſuch he teſtifies, that 1n vain they 
* < worſhip him, [ſaiab 29. 13.St. Mat.15.8,9. 
That of St. Jokz 1s to be extended to our 
Love unto God,as well as to 10 cur Neighbor, 
© Let us not love in word, neither in 
< Fongue'only, but in Decd and in Truth; 
1. Ep. 3.18. 

The Heart muſt be upright and fimple 
S (that is another Derivation, ſme cera) with- 

ott mixture of coxtrary Deſigns and Intenti- 

01r; as when Hered pretended a deſire to 
* worſhip Chrift, but meant to have kid 
S him: or as Jezebel proclaimed a Faſt in ſhew 
of Juſticez but zatended the. Myrther of 

Innocent Naboth; or as when the Phariſees 

appeared devout in their Long Praycrsand 

Fiſtmgs, and” charitable in their Alms-giv- 
Ing; but their end was only to get a Name 
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to themſelves, have the Praiſe and Admira- 
tion of the Beholders, and cheat with the 
greater Color, devouring Widdows Houſes 3 
or as when Judas gave our Lord and Savi- 
our a Kiſs : but with a wicked porpoſe to 
betray him We mult be hearty and ſin- 
cere in our Religion, rot in ſhew and pre- 
tence only (as the Prophet ſpeaks of ſome, 
Tſai. 2. 20. 42. 20. and the Pſalmiſt of 0- 
thers, Pſal. 78. 34, 36, 37. © Diſlembling 
*in their Hearts, and lying with their 
* Tongues) but in Truth and Reality ; not 
to carry on ſiniſter and unworthy Deſigns, 
under that Mack and Vizard, but with In- 
tegrity of Soul, and Uprightnels of Inten- 
tion. And then, 

3. This fincere Honeſty will diſcover it 
ſelf by the Equality and Qniverſality of our 
Faith and Obedience 5 not picking and chu- 
{mg what points we like beſt to approve of, 
or what Commandments we can reconelle 
to the Intereſt of our Luſts and Humors ; 
but embracing al God's Declarations with 
the ſame readineſs of Faith, becauſe He hath 
Spoken them, and all his Commands, with the 
ſame Obſervance, becauſe he enjoyns them. 
This is that which the Scripture calls Per- 
feFion; as St. Chryſoſtom well notes on Ge- 
. neſ. 6. Noah was a juſt man, and perfed, 
om. 23s . ” >” wv  # Fj 
in Gen, Tum mAnpwcns amp expny avlpwmy EmSd- 
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woes & mo &* Aapgproy) © Then ſhall I 
* not be aſhamed (faith Holy David) when 
* I have Reſpe& unto alt thy Command- 
© ments, Pſalm, 119. 6. I will have reſpe& 
*unto thy Statutes continually, verſe 117. 
*I eſteem all thy Precepts concerning all 
* things to be right; and [ hate every falſe 
© way, ver. 128. And thus it is ſaid of Za- 
charias and Elizabeth, *They are both right- 
* eous before God, walking in all the Com- 
© mandments and Ordinances of the Lord, 
© blamelefs, St. Luke 1. 6. And fo it muſt 
needs be: For if that be the reaſor of our 
Faith, becauſe God declares the matter unto 
us, we muſt of neceſſity, on the ſame Ac- 
count, believe every thing ſo declared: And 
if that be the Reaſon of our Obedience,becauſe 
God commands the thing, we muſt upon the 
ſame account obey whatſoever is comman- 
ded: And for us to renounce any one Ar- 
ticle, or live in the open Breach and Vio- 
lation of any known Command, is, by way 
of juſt Interpretation, to renounce and dif- 
obey them all, while we oppoſe that Autho- 
rity, and Formal Reaſon of Faith and Obe- 
dience, which runs through them all alike. 
And ſo St. James plainly tells us,ch.2.10,11. 
© Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 
© yet offend in one point (wilſully, and np- 
on Choice offend in one point) is guilty of all. 
G 3 For 
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For © he that ſaid (or that Law which ſaid) 
© Do not commit Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do 
© not kill. Now, it thou commit no Adul- 
© tery, yet if thou kiil, thou art become a 
© Travſgreflor of the Law- If we are 
only for This and that Article of Faith, or 
for this and that Command, it 1s manifeſt, 
that we pleaſe our ſelves only, and do our own 
Will ; but it we therefore belicve any one 
point,becauſe God hath declared it; or per- 
form any one Duty, becauſe God hath cn- 
jozned it: The very fame Reſpect and Rc 4- 
ſon will inforce upon us, - #2524, an U- 
niverſality im cur Faith ard Obedience : 
And we cannot be finccre without this. 
* We truſt (faith the Apeſele) that we have 
*a good Conſcience 1n all things willing to 
live honeſtly, Heb, 13. 18. We have no 
good Conſcience at all, if we are not in all 
things willing to live honeſtly. We areno 
vpright Chriſtians, if we are not thus truly 
Catholick. 
i312zrr;; Our purpoſe of Heart then muſt be (in- 
zi a6 Cexe, as hath been ſaid, in oppolition unto 
7 —=E - Simmlation and Hypecriſie, Complement and 
|, Formality, Defe& and Partiality in our Faith 
and Obedjence 3 the purpoſe of a good and 
honeſt Heart , as 'tis cail'd in the Parable, 
(ec nop5ig NGAN *z 2 1/91 St. Znke 8. IS. 
3. It mult be «nderſtanding and deliberate 
a + In 
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in oppolition to ignorance and raſhneſs. 

There are many perſons,( who yet would 
be thought to renounce Popery) tor an iz 
plicit Faith in the General, and a blind Obe- 
dience in the Lump, without ſtudying or 
con(idering ' the particular DoGrines to be 
believed, or the particular Laws to be o- 
beyed. There are many well enough re- 
conciled 4nd brought to this, to diſown 
and renounce Sin in the General,while God 
knows, there is hardly any particular Sin, 


which they are not ready to clofe with up-' 


on the Firſt Temptation to it. And ſo in 
like manner,there are many that will, Hand 
over Head, as we lay, engage to the Chriſti» 
ans (as men cuſtomarily embrace the Relt- 
gion of their Country or Education) never 
conſidering what it may coltthem to niake 
good this Engagement 1n its patticulars : 
And for want of this it 1s, that afterwards 
they fall away. Weon the other fade, are 
call'd upon * not to be unwilſe, but under- 
* ſtanding what the Will of our Lord is; 
Epheſ. 5. 17. And our Bleſſed Saviour re- 
quires the Mualtitude that flock'd after hint, 
to bethink, themſelves, how much was expeFed 
of thaſe who would be altogether Chriſtians , 
and owned by him among his genuine Diſci- 
ples, © There went out Multitudes with 
* him, faith the Text, St. Luke 14. 25. &c- 
* and he turned, and ſaid unto them , if a# 
G 4 ny 
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© ny man come to me, and hate not his 
*Father, and Mother, and Wife, and Chil- 
*dren, and Brethren, and Siſters; yea, 
*and his own Life alſo; (if he hate not 
all theſe in compariſon of me; or if. he love 
ot me above all theſe, 1o as updn occaſion, 
for my ſake to leave and quit all theſe, St. 
Matth. 10. 37. © he cannot be my Diſciple. 
Thus much he earneſtly recommends to 
their ſcrious Conſideration at the very firſt 
ſetting out (ne magis feriant improviſa tela 3 
atque iti, quod quis aggreſſus eſt temere, mag- 
no ſuo malo deſerat, fatu#s pilaoms x; nam- 
mins) that they might not be ſurprized 
with Difficulties, never before dream'd of 
by them, and ſo baſely revolt from their 
profeſſion after ſome plauſſble, but raſh'Be- 
ginnings. To this purpoſe he gives them 
a double Similitude from what was uſual in 
other matters among thoſe of ordinary Pru- 
dence and Wiſdom in the World, wer. 28. 
ec. *-For which of you,intending to build 
©2 Tower, fitteth not down firſt, and 
* and counteth the Celt, whether he have 
© ſufficient to finiſh it? Left happily, after 
© that he hath laid the Foundation, and is 
* not able to finiſh it all that behold it, be» 
* gin\'to mock” him, ſaying, This man:be- 
*pan to build, and was not able to finiſh; 
* or what King, going to make War againſt 
* another King, fitteth not | down firſt and 
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© confulteth, whether he be able with ten 


! © thouſand, to meet him that cometh againſt 


 , him with twenty thouſand; or elſe, while 
; ,the other 1s yet a great way off, he ſend- 


OS Ts. 
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, eth an Embaſlage, and defireth Conditi- 
, ons of Peace ? Thus (ſaith he) in ef- 
fect , ſhould you porder well before-hand, 
what the buſineſs 1s which you undertake 
when you become Chriſtians, what Coſts 
and Charges, what Pains and Labors you 
thereby oblige your ſelves unto ; that you 
may enter on that Profeflion underſtanding- 
ly, and with a Proſped of the worſt that may 
afterwards befall you in or for itzthat ſo you 
may go through with your Building, and fi- 
niſh your Warfare. In the cloſe of all, there- 
fore he adds, that he might bring the mat- 
ter to its due 1ſue, verſe 33. * So likewiſe, 
* whoſoever he be of you, that forſaketh 
*not all that he hath, (that is, who ſets 
* not forth with this Diſpoſition of Soul,to quit 
* all rather than my Faith and Service) he 
* cannot be my Diſciple. | 
Our Reſolves you ſee in Religion, muſt 
not be blind and raſh, but rational and de- 
liberate, upon a praz-conſideration, both of 
the particulars of our Chriſtianity (what it en- 
gageth us to believe, profeſs and do] and 
ofthe ſeveral Hazards which it may ex- 
poſe'usto; © I have choſen the way oftruth, 


* faith the Pſalmiſt, thy Judgments _— 
at 
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<©laid before me, Pſal. 119. 30. 


That is Z 
the right method certainly to a good and © 


durable Choice, firſt, to lay God's Judgments 2 
as diſtinftly as may be. before our View 
as the apo: wes F275, panis propoſttionis, or | 
bew-bread placed on the Table under the Law) * 


with the Conſequences attending the Obſer- 


vance of them, that we may ſay, whatever | 
enſuesor falls out, Omnia precepi atque ani- | 
mo mecum ante peregi, All this I was well e- © 


nough aware of, when 1 firſt undertook my |: 


Religion. 

Thoſe that hear the Goſpel preached, and 
underſtand it not are reſembled by our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour to the High-way ground, where 


the Seed is wholly loſt ; and thoſe who do |! 
not confider and deliberate upon it within 
themſelves to the Stony Ground, where*the || 
Seed takes not any deep and kindly Rooting, | 
or hath not amch Earth (or Mould) to co- | 
ver it; and therefore,” howſoever, for the | 
preſent, 1t may be received with Joy, yet it | 


dureth for a while only : For * when Tribu- 


© lation and Perſecution: ariſeth becauſe of | 


* the Word, by and by (faith he) theſe are | 


* offended, S. Matth. 13. RE 20 

4. This Conſideration and Deliberation, 
I have been {peaking of, muſt not reſtthere, 
but conelude:in a-free, firm, and zealous Re- 
ſolutions, where we have foxr' foints more to 
meditate a while upon. 


oh 
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71. It muſt come up to a Reſolution, that 
is, the aFual Determination of the Mind and 
Choice, according to that of the Pſalmiſt, 
* I have applyed, or inclined my Heart to ful- 
* fil thy Statutes always, even to the End, 
P/al. 119. 112. And again, elſewhere, * My 
© Heart 1s fixed, O God, my heart is fixed, 
Pſal. 57. 8. --- * Who 1s this that engaged bis 
* Heart to approach unto me, ſaith the Lord? 
Jer. 30. 21. We muſt not always be confi- 
dering and deliberating 3 but bring the 
Viatter to ſome Period and Iſſue within our 
{-lves; and that, not only as to ſome faint 
Wiſhes and Velleities, but Parpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions of cleaving unto God : Such as Da- 


wid often expreſſeth, *I ſaid, I will take heed 


©to my ways, [ will keep my Mouth as 
* with a Bridle, Pſal. 39- 1. I have aid, 
c that I will keep thy Words, P/. 119. 57. 
© T have purpoſed, that my Mouth ſhall not 
* tranſgreſs, Pſ. 17. 3. &c. © How long halt 
ye between two Opinions, faith the Pro- 
* phet 2 If God be God, follow him, 1 Kzngs 


. 17. that is, reſolve and conclude upon it, as 


you have all reaſon to do,to ſerve him only. 

2, This Reſolution muſt be free and v0- 
Iuntary, not as upon Conſtraint, or of Nece- 
ſj, or a forced Put ; not as a Burthen im- 
poſed; bur, as hath been ſaid, a matter of 
Choice ; and that upon watureſt Thoughts a- 
bout it, the cheerful- Offering of a willing 


mind. 
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mind. Such is that Service which is moſt ac- 
ceptable unto God : He loves a chearful Gi- 
er, and a chearful Servant, 2 Cor. 7. 11,12.--- 
9, 6, 7. He delights in none but Volunteers, 
a willing People, Pſ. 110. 3. Such as eſteem 
not his Commands grievous, 1 St. John 5. 3. 
Such as do not only take SanGnary in Reli- 
gion, to avoid the Hand of the Avenger, or 
embrace Piety and Vertue, weerly to eſcape 
Wrath and Miſery, Hell and Damnation ; but 
from an Inward Sati:sfaFion and Complacence 
in the Truth, and Goodneſs, and Excellenc 

of them. ,-Thus we found it in the Pſalmiſt, 
* I have choſen the way of Truth, &c. And 
thus Joſhua deals with the Iſraelites, ch. 24. 
14, 15. * Fear the Lord (faith he) and 
© ſerve him in Sincerity and Truth (cleave 
unto him, and that out of Love, as he had 
ſaid before) *and put away the Gods which 
your Fathers ſerved (that is, al/ manner of 
* [dols)and if it (cem evil unto you to ſerve 
© the Lord (upon theſe Terms) chuſe you 
* this day whom you will ſerve--- But,what- 
ever you chuſe, I for my part have choſen and 
reſolved already. * As for me and my Houſe 
© we will (crve the. Lord. Whereupon the 
People, provoked unto Emnlation, anſwer 

alſo for themſelves, ver. 16. &c. * God for- 

* bid that we ſhould forfake the Lord aur 

God, he it is that bought usand our Fathers 


* out of the Land of Egypt, from the _ 
Oo 


@ wy 
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* of Bondage, and which did thoſe Great 
* Signs in our Sight, and preſerved us in all 
* the way wherein we went, and went a- 
* mong all the People, through whom we 
* paſſed ; and the Lord drove out before us 
© all the People, even the Amorites which 
* dwell in the Land: Therefore will we al- 
* ſo ſerve the Lord, for he is our God, --- 
4. d. He is the God of our Lives, and of al 
{ our Mercies; who hath wrought all the M;- 
* racles we have beheld; rescued us out of 
| cruel Servitude ;, and kept us in all the way 
of our Travails; delivered us from moſt for- 
midable Enemies. Thus hath he many ways, 
! from time to time,obliged us to himſelf ; and 
| therefore, as in all Gratitude we are bound, 
2 we are reſolv'd alſo to ſerve him---- Well, 
5 but Joſbna is yet concern'd, leſt they ſhould 
} not beſo adviſed and thoughtful 1n this Re- 
ſolution as it became them 1n ſuch a Buſi- 
neſs of Importance to be; and therefore 
wills them again to deliberate with themſelves 
about it, what they mmſt engage on, it they 
would in good earneſt ſerve him; how they + 
# muſt renounce all other Maſters, and aban- 

don all their Sins and Liſts; or otherwiſe 
he would accept of no Service from them. 
So it follows, verſe 19. &c. * And Joſhna 
ſaid unto the People, ye cannot ſerve the 
* Lord, for he'is an Holy God, he is a jea- 

* lous God; he will not " Aur your Tranf- 
DE grefſtons, 
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* grefſions, nor your Sins. If ye forſake the 
< Lord,and ſerve ftrange Gods, then he will 
* turn, and do you hurt, and conſume you, 
© after he hath done you good--- That is, 
you cannot ferve the Lord to any purpoſe, 
unleſs you amend your Lives and Man» 
ners, &c. Now upon this the People again 
declare their Intentions: © Nay, but we 
* will ſerve the Lord. And Joſhua once and 
again admoniſhes them (till to the ſame ettect, 
and they as often conſent to his propoſal, © Ye 
* are. witneſſes againſt your ſelves, ſaith ke 
© zt left, that ye have choſen you the Lord 
* to ſerve him. And they faid Amer to it: 
* We are Witneſles--- Now therefore, ſaith 
© he, -put away the ſtranye Gods which are 
* among-you, and incline your Heart unto 
© the Lord God of Iſrael, thatis, make good 
onr own Choice in cleaving unto him. And 
the People ſaid unto Joſhwa, * The Lord our 
© God will we ſcrve, and his Voice will we 
* obey. | | 
3- This purpoſe of Heart muſt be' fixed, 
firm and ſtable; tor that indeed is properly 
Reſolution, obſtiratio quedamt aninti, a Reli- 
giows Obſtinacy of Mind (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
{o as no longer to be wavering and uncer- 
tain, carried to and fro with'every Wind'; not 
apt to receive contrary Impreſſions, or be' di- 
verted and turned aſide, either 'by Promiſes or 
Menaces from what is reſolved on. The 


Pſalmiſi 
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2: Pſalmiſt utters it in theſe words *'T have 


| © ſworn, and am ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to keep 
! © thy Righteous fudgments, P/al. 119. And 


| elſewhere, in a particular Caſe, * Lord re- 


< member David.--- how he ſware unto the 


| © Lord, and vowed unto the Mighty God 


{ © Image, which thou haſt ſet up 
| ther remarkable Story we have of St. Parl, 


> © of Facob,Pſal. 132. that is, bound kis Soul 


* with the ſtrideſt Bond hereunto --- Fhe like 
Inflexibility we may obſerve, upon Tryal, 
in the Three Famous Confeſſors, and that be- 
fore a Flaming Furnace,threatning of them 3 
they declare perexptorily, that whatever come 
of it, they will not ſerve any Idol, or fall 

own to the Golden Image, Daz. 3. * Our 
© God, ſay they, is able to deliver us from 
© the burning Fiery Furnace, and he will 
© deliver us out of thy Hand,. O King---- 
* but if not (be that as it will) be it known 
* unto thee, O King, that we will not 
* ſerve thy Gods, nor worthip thy Golden 
Ano- 


| AFs 21, 12, 12, '14, Where neither the 
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reateſt of Dangers,” nor yet the Tegrs and 

alicitations of bis Friends are able'to move 
or difluade him from his Holy purpoſe. 
* What 'mean ye' to weep, - ahd to break 
* thifie Heart, ſaith he? For Tam ready not 
* tg,be bound.anly, but alfo tate at Jeru- 
: er the'Name of the Latdfeſjis-- "/ 
A a ſolution, when it comes to this corre 
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of Firmitude, when it ariſeth to the height 
of a Sacred Oath and Vow, an Obligation of © 
our ſelves to God by ſolemn Promiſe and Cove- 
nant, a ſure and ſealed Covenant (as it is Ne- 
hem. 9. 38,) is of mighty Power and Effedt |? 
in Religion. For ſo we find it in all other 
matters, when men are reſolutely wicked , 
rverſe and vbſtinate in any courſe, as the | 
Horſe ruſhing into the  Battel, © Their Hearts 
« fully ſet in them to do evil, Eccleſ. 8. 11. 
Say or do what you will, there is no ftop- 
ping or turning of them. The ſame Fixation 
we ſhould labor after in our Pious Reſolu- 
tions, until we bring our ſelves unto. an.ab- 
moſt unalterable Reſelution and Temper ( Ds- |: 
nec bona mens ſit, quod bona voluntas eſt 5, &+ | 
habitns fiat, quod eſt impetus, as Seneca hath 
It, | 
And if it be thus in any good meaſure | 
with us, there is no queſtion but that, 
4. We ſhall be zealous and affeQtionate | 
alſo in theſe our deliberate, free, and firm | 
Reſolutions ; For our whole Heart will be | 
engaged in them and all nes: | 
oy, and Lakewarmneſs, ariſeth from nothing | 
but the Diviſion of the Heart, among divers | 
and contrary ObjeFs, (pluribus intentus '#i- | 
nor eſt ad ſmgula——) Thus we are to be. þ 
* fervent 1n Spirit ſerving the Lord, Row. 12 - | 
And this Zeal will ſhew it felf, eſpecially. 
in breaking through all manner of Impocs 
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wents, Oppoſitions., Letts and Hindrances, 
in the way of our Bounden Duty. No- 
thing will be able to ſtand againſt, or re- 
fiſt the Powerful Flames of it. But if we 
are neither Cold nor Hot in our Religi#n, 
God,as he threateneth the Laodicean Church, 
will ſpew a4 out of his Mouth, * Be zealous 
* therefore (faith he) and repent, Revel. 3. 
(2ui ſuſceptus es quaſt intra Os Dei per fidez 
agnitionem , projicieris per Teporem ) as the 
Devout Father gloſſeth wpon it. | 
5. And Laltly, to prevent Miſcarriage 
1 all this, it. will be requiſite that we add 
Humility of Soul unto the reſt; whereby I 
mean 4 deep Sence of our own Weakneſs and 
Infirmity, as of our ſelves, and the neceſſity 
we fland in continually of Divine Aid and 
Help, which will prompt us to a conſtant 
dependence upon God, and calling on him for 
bis Grace, and Watchfulneſs over our ſelves 
in the time of Temptation, leſt we be worlt- 
ed and overcome, leſt we {hould (tart afide 
like a broken Bow, and fail of performin 
our Holy Promiſes unto God. We _ 
beware of leaning to our own Underſtand- 
ings, and preſuming #por our own Strength. 


{ «Let him that thinketh that he ſtandeth, 


* take heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. 10. 12.. God 
15to be duly acknowledged by us in all 
our ways ;, and our Hearts and Souls are to 


| be at all times lift up towards him for his 
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Succor and Bleſſing, #xapO. Fitan, ſeaſo- 


nable Recruits in the time of need, Heb. 
. T3; 
, Who was more confident and preſump- 
tuOus of himſelf than St. Peter ?. © Though 
© all men ſhall be offended becauſe of thee, 
yet will I never be offended (ſaith he) 
St. Matth. 26. Yea , and after that onr 
Bleſſed Saviour had given him a Check , 
and foretold his Fall more particularly, 
« Verily I fay unto thee, that this Night, 
© before the Cock crow, thou (ſhalt deny 
me thrice. Nevertheleſs, he repeats it with 
a freſh degree of Earneſtneſs and Vehemency. 
(&% RAVE H3Aev) © Though I ſhould die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee + And 
ſo it ſeems, after his Example promiſed all 
the Diſciples But we know the ſad 
Conſequence, how, * When the Shepherd was 
© ſmitten, the Sheep were all ſcatered, they 
* all forſook him: And this over-confident 
Apoſtle, even with a Curſe and Oath,renoun- 
ceth his Maſter. A fair warning to #9 all, 
to lay to Heart ard put in praftice the ex- 
cellent- Advice which our Bleſſed Saviour a lit- 
tle before gave them. ©* Watch and pray that 
© ye enter not into Temptation; and to 
pray daily, as he hath taught us, © Lead us 
< not into Temptation, but deliver us 
< from Evil. | 


And 
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And thus-now we have the particulars 
comprized in the Text, what St. Barnabas 
exhorted them all unto, both for the mat- 
ter of the Duty, and for the manner of Per- 
formance © with purpoſe of Heart to cleave 
unto the Lord, that is, as you have heard, 
with a perſonal, ſincere, deliberate, free, firm, 
zealows, and yet humble Reſolutipn of Soul, 
to hold faſt , and perſevere in their Chriſti- 
anity, 

It remains only in the Third place, that 
I point you to ſome of thoſe General Mo- 
tives and Arguments, which we may pre- 
ſume, this Good Mar, this yo5 a%zx207ws 
(as his name is interpreted, As 4. 36.) 
made uſe of in prelſz7g of his Exhortation upon 
them all; which I hope you will every one 
apply to your ſelves, whilſt I ſhall little 
more than name the particulars. 
| 1. Then we may ſuppoſe, that he ſet 
before, them the abſolute neceſſaty of this Chri- 
{tian perſeverance from the very Obligati- 
on and Vow of their firſt Admiſſion and En- 
trance upon that Holy Profeſjzon - And 
that he ſuggeſted unto them, that all their 
good Beginnings would be loſt and in vdin,un- 
les they were thus followed on, and pur- 
ſued by them—— That if they drew back, 
it would be nts Perdition ; and no Salva- 
tion of their Souls was to be hoped tor, 
unleſs they believed xnto the end; no Crown, 

H 2 but 


104 


St. Barnabas his_Exhortation 


but to him that overcometh Nay, if 
they Apoſtatized and 'Revolted, the later 
End would be worſe with them than the Be- 
ginning, and their Condemnation the more 
ſad and heavy; fo that it had been better 
for them never to hgve known and owned the 
way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, than after- 
wards unworthily to relinquiſh and forſake 
It. 

2. We may ſuppoſe, he ſet before them 
the well grounded Divinity, and ſurpaſſing 
Excellency of that Religion, which they had 
now embraced, far above all others —— to- 
gether, with the moſt reaſonable Service 
therein required and call'd for, which is 
moſt ſuitable to, and perſedive of our Hu- 
mane Nature, conſidered both in every {#- 
ditidual, and as it is embodied in the reſpe-. 
Five Societies of Men. 

3. We may ſuppoſe, he repreſented to 
them the Goodneſs, and obligingneſs of that 
Lord and Maſter to whom they had devo- 
ted themſtlves How well he had deſer- 


ved of them---- what tranſcendent and #n- 
parallel'd Love he had ſhewed to them, in 
giving himſelf-to and for them, and redeem- 
ing of them with his moſt preciows Blood---- 
And how ready he was ſtill at all times to 
ſtand by them for their Help and Aſſiſtance 
im whatſoever he ſhould call them to. 


4. It 
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4. It 1s not unlikely, but he might brin 
into their View the great Cloud 'of Witneſ 
{es encompaſſing of ther round about : The 
many good Examples and Preſidents, both 
under the Old and New Teſtament, whom 
they were herein to follow---- And then 

Laſtly, We may be ſure he put them in 
mind of the exceeding and incomparable Re- 
compence of Reward, which would be cer- 
tainly theirs, if by patient Continuance 
11 well-doing they look'd and waited for 
it---- A Reward of Eternal Life and Hap- 
pineſs and Glory, wherewith neither the 
good, nor the evil things of this World, 
which are but for a moment, are worthy 
to be weighed--- Concluding to a like pur- 
poſe, as we find St. Paul, his Brother and 
Companion in that Work, doth to the Co- 
rinthians, 1 Cor. 15. ult. And I cannot con- 
clude better than ſo. * Therefore, my Belo- 
© ved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, 
* always abounding in the Work of the 
£ Lord; foraſmuch as you know that your 
© Labor is not in vainin the Lord. 

. * Lord of all Power and Might, who-art 
© the Author and Giver of all good things, 
« oraft in our Hearts the Love of thy Name 3 
© Increaſe in us true Religion, nouriſh us 
© with all Goodneſs; and of thy great Mer- 
© cy keep us in the ſame, through Jeſus 
© Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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© Lord, we beſcech thee, grant thy Peo- 
ple Grace to withſtand the Temptations of 
© the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; 
< and with pure Hearts and Minds, to fol- 
< low thee, the only God, through Jeſus 
© Chriſt our Lord. | Amer. 
© O God, Foraſmuch as without thee we 
© arenotable to pleaſe thee,mercifully grant, 
©<that thy Holy Spirit may in all things di- 
© ret and rule our Hearts, through Jeſus 
< Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
< O-God, who knowelt us to be ſet in 
© the mid(t of fo many and great Dangers, 
* that by reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
© ture, we cannot always ſtand upright ; 
© grant to us ſuch Strength and Protection, 
* as may ſupport us in all Dangers, and car- 
© ry us:throtgh all Temptations, through 
* Jeſus Chrift, our Lord, Amen. 
* OGod, wh haſt prepared for them that 
© love thee, ſac h good, things as paſs man's 
* Underſtanding; pour into our Hearts ſuch 


© Love towards th ee, that we, loving thee 
above all things, may obtain thy Promi- 


© ſes, which exceed all that we can deſire, 


* through Jeſus Chri ſt our Lord, Amer. 
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